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FUN KY FIESTA: 


SAFETY IN NUMBERS 


Fiesta on the Hill Dances 
Into Our Hearts October 21 



The Funkiest Man in Africa comes to Cortland: Sila and the Afrofunk Experience are the headliners for this year’s Fiesta on the Hill. 


By Steve Shapiro 

Where will you be on Sunday, October 21? 
Walking down the middle of the street (Cort¬ 
land), smiling at everyone you meet, we hope! 

Fiesta on the Hill is a day of great fun for all 
in Bernal Heights and this year—the nineteenth 
annual Fiesta—promises to be the best one yet: 
with live entertainment on two stages, great food 
to eat, animals to pet and ride, pumpkins to 
paint, crafts to buy, and a Sheriff, Mike Hen¬ 
nessey and a Fire Chief, Joanne Hayes-White to 
soak in the dunk tank, there will be plenty of ex¬ 
cuses for relentless giggling for toddlers, youth, 
seniors and everyone in between. 

Headlining this year’s Fiesta is Sila and the 
Afrofunk Experience. Winner of the 2006 Los 
Angeles Music Award for Best Funk Artist of the 
Year, Kenyan-born, San Francisco-based singer, 
songwriter, and leader of the eight-piece band Af¬ 
rofunk Experience, Victor Sila has been lighting 
up the San Francisco Bay Area and California 
club and festival circuit with African styles and 


rhythms for eight years. You may hear shades of 
James Brown (Sila’s most recent CD is called 
“The Funkiest Man in Africa”), Marvin Gaye or 
even Sade, but African styles and rhythms are 
the heart of much of his music. Whatever you do 
hear, however, will filter through the sounds of 
hundreds, if not thousands, of dancing feet. 

San Francisco favorite, Julio Bravo y Su 
Orquesta Salsabor, will close the day on the 
west stage. Julio Bravo’s group of dynamic musi¬ 
cians has created a flavor all their own. Present¬ 
ing a unique blend of vocal styles unlike other 
salsa bands in the area, the Peruvian born sing¬ 
er, composer, and bandleader creates an explo¬ 
sion of sound and energy that keeps Bravo and 
his Orchesta’s diverse audience coming back for 
more. 

Rounding out the program will be the rich and 
soulful tones of the Judea Eden Band; the New 
Orleans style brass ensemble Brass Mafia; the 
old-time Americana folk, blues, and country- 
western stylings of Erik Walker and the 

continued on page 19 


SEGURIDAD EN NÚMEROS 

La Comunidad se Reúne Para Hablar 
de la Seguridad Pública 


Por V Cooke 

Residentes de Bernal salieron en manada para 
atender la más reciente reunión de seguridad públi¬ 
ca del Centro Vecindario de Bernal Heights, el 15 de 
agosto. El Centro Vecindario pidió la reunión para 
hablar acerca de esfuerzos progresivos para prevenir 
la violencia, los incendios descontrolados que suce¬ 
dieron el 4 de julio y ayudar al Centro Rec de Bernal 
a crear programas buenos para niños en peligro. Más 
de 75 personas asistieron, junto con representantes 
de SFPD, de SFFD, de la oficina de Supervisor Torn 
Ammlano, DPW y del Parque y Rec de SF, que esta¬ 
ban allí para contestar preguntas y responder a las 
preocupaciones de la gente. 

Una diversidad de personas y asuntos a través del 
vecindario fueron representados en la reunión. Frank 
Kellom, residente de Alemany, habló acerca del pro¬ 


greso reciente que se ha hecho pero notó que hay 
mucho para hacer todavía, como remodelar y alquilar 
las muchas vacías unidades en Alemany, para que no 
continúen siendo periódicamente usados como ca¬ 
sas de droga. Un vecino cercano de Frank, Deb Siala- 
na mencionó cómo las ventanas de su condominio 
en 400 Alemany son objeto de botellas y piedras tira¬ 
das. Karen Huggins del Residente Concilio de Holly 
Court habló sobre los esfuerzos de dirigir la violencia 
reciente relacionada a las pandillas cerca del desa¬ 
rrollo, mientras muchos expresaron temor acerca de 
los recientes robos que pasan en la luz del día. Todas 
las discusiones crearon una llamada fuerte para la 
prevención de violencia y nuevas soluciones para 
parar el crimen en nuestro vecindario. 

Todas quedaron de acuerdo que se necesitan pla¬ 
nes a largo-plazo para promover la seguridad pública 

continua a pagina 8 


Community Comes Together 
to Talk Public Safety 

By V Cooke 

Bernal residents came out in droves for the last Bernal Heights 
Neighborhood Center public safety meeting on August 15. The 
Neighborhood Center called the meeting to talk about ongoing ef¬ 
forts to prevent violence, July 4 wildfires, and helping the Bernal 
Rec Center create good programs for at-risk kids. More than 75 
people attended, along with representatives from SFPD, SFFD, 
Supervisor Tom Ammiano’s office, DPW, and SF Park and Rec, 
who were there to field questions and respond to peoples’ con¬ 
cerns. 

A diversity of people and issues from across the neighborhood 
were represented at the meeting. Frank Kellom, Alemany resi¬ 
dent, talked about recent progress that has been made but noted 
that there is a lot still to do, such as getting the many empty units 
at Alemany refurbished and re-rented so that they do not continue 
to get periodically squatted as drug houses. A nearby neighbor of 
his, Deb Sialana mentioned how the windows of her condo on 400 
Alemany are the target of thrown bottles and rocks. Karen Hug¬ 
gins of the Holly Court Resi¬ 
dent Council discussed efforts 
to address recent gang related 
violence near the develop¬ 
ment, while many expressed 
fear about recent daylight 
muggings. All the discussions 
added up to a strong call for 
violence prevention and new 
solutions to stop crime in our 
neighborhood. 

Everyone agreed long-term 
plans were needed to promote 
public safety in Bernal. Resi¬ 
dents and community orga¬ 
nizers from BHNC have been 
working since April to help improve not only the Bernal Rec Cen¬ 
ter, but the gym at Moultrie and Jarboe. Denyse Jones, active in 
meetings with Park and Rec, said programs would be a good alter¬ 
native for neighborhood teenagers who might otherwise get in¬ 
volved in dangerous activities. 

Beyond the potential for decreasing crime, the gym is also a re¬ 
source for the whole community with ongoing programs, and there 
could be more that cater to a range of people—daycare for young 
children, exercise classes for seniors and yoga for Bernal moms. 
The Neighborhood Center community organizers created a survey 
which they handed around the meeting to get feedback on what 
kinds of activities people would be interested in. (Please see the 
related article inside for information on how to get the survey.) 

Due to the recent Fourth of July fireworks, fires were another 
big meeting topic. As with every year, holiday fireworks lit up the 

continued on page 18 


“I feel so much 
better now that I 
know I’m part of a 
group working to 
solve these 
problems.” 
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As we head toward autumn, we look forward with anticipa¬ 
tion to our annual communitywide celebration, Fiesta on the 
Hill, but this year we look backwards as well, with sadness and 
boundless appreciation, at the life of Bill Sorro who passed away 
August 27. 

You can read more details about Bill Sorro in the “Remem¬ 
brances” section on page 18, but for me Bill Sorro represented an 
inspiring and gentle, yet powerful and relentless, force for social 
equity, the rights of people of color, and the value of humanity. 
Unfortunately, Bill’s term on the BHNC Board of Directors end¬ 
ed before I started working at BHNC a de¬ 
cade ago, but I was lucky enough to meet 
him while he was working at Mission 
Housing Development Corporation, and I 
soon learned from Bill about the struggles 
at the International Hotel. Of course, those 
struggles continued for many years, first 
to fight the evictions and the demolition of 
that building, and then to press for rede¬ 
velopment of that site as affordable hous¬ 
ing and a new cultural center for the Fili¬ 
pino community in San Francisco. Not many 
get to see their dreams realized during 
their lifetimes, but Bill was fortunate to 
celebrate the reopening of the I-Hotel and 
the new Manilatown Center. Bill’s life has 
affected so many of us in Bernal Heights, throughout San Fran¬ 
cisco and beyond, and we are so fortunate to have the Sorro fam¬ 
ily in Bernal Heights with Giuliana, Giulio and Joaquin being 
bearers of their own fire of activism, drive for social justice, and 
all-embracing humanity, that anchor this strong community. 

One aspect of a strong community is our ability to celebrate 
together who we are and what makes us unique. BHNC’s nine¬ 
teenth annual Fiesta on the Hill takes place October 21, and we 
expect the usual 15,000 person crowd energized by local flavor 
and great entertainment. There’s still time to sign up to volun¬ 
teer! Please contact Katie Waddell, BHNC Client Services Coor¬ 
dinator at kwaddell@bhnc.org or 206.2140, ext 130 if you’re in¬ 
terested. 


Speaking of celebrations, special thanks go out to Alice Car- 
ruthers and the Alemany Resident Management Corporation, 
and to Jason Mark and the Alemany Farm group, for the “Day 
on the Green” community celebration August 26. This great 
event brought Alemany residents, neighbors, BHNC staff, Su¬ 
pervisor Ammiano, and the Farm staff and volunteers together 
with music and food, and it was great to see Bernal Heights 
coming together at Alemany Public Housing, one of the most im¬ 
portant parts of our community. 

I am very excited to welcome Kimberly Alvarenga to our 
BHNC staff. Kimberly is our new Commu¬ 
nity Organizing Director who will be 
working on our stellar team with Jane 
Martin and Virginia “V” Cooke. Kimberly 
grew up here in Bernal Heights and brings 
exceptional skills for leading BHNC’s or¬ 
ganizing team in new directions as we em¬ 
brace our role as Community Convener 
and implement our new BHNC Strategic 
Plan placing leadership development and 
community empowerment at the core of 
everything we do at BHNC. 

As noted, BHNC adds a new role to 
those we’ve played for the past 30 years, 
“Community Convener.” Due to a new 
City-wide program through the Depart¬ 
ment of Children Youth and Families (DCYF) that just started 
July 1, BHNC, as the Convener for Bernal Heights, will bring 
together all the public and private services and resources in Ber¬ 
nal in a more formal way. You can check out more details about 
this program at www.dcyf.org. You’ll also find out more details 
if you become a member of BHNC and get the NBJ mailed di¬ 
rectly to you: we’ll continue to report on our Convener activities 
right here in the NBJ. 

As always, there is so much more to read about in this packed 
issue of the NBJ. So, happy reading, and see you all at Fiesta 
October 21! 

—Joseph Smooke 

Executive Director, Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center 


One aspect of a strong 
community is our ability to 
celebrate together who we 
are and what makes us 
unique. 
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A Community Celebration 



I want to support Bernal Heights 
Neighborhood Center’s programs with 
a special gift to Fiesta on the Hill. 


Thank you for your support. 
!Jour contribution is greatly 
appreciated! 


Individual Donor Reply Form 


O$500 
O $250 
O$100 
O$50 
O $25 
0 $ _ Other Amount 

O Check enclosed 

O Credit card (VISA or MC—circle one) 
Credit card #_ 


As a special thank you to 
Fiesta Donors who give at 
the $100 level or above, 
we’ll recognize you with a 
commemorative Fiesta 
T-Shirt, free lunch, raffle 
tickets, Fiesta game tickets 
and a special gift on the 
day of Fiesta. 


Exp. Date 


Grand Queso 
Dons y Doñas 
Compadres y Comadres 
Amigos y Amigas 
Fiesta Familia 


Signature _ 

We also accept credit cards by phone, 415 206-2140 x 161 or fax, 415 648-0793 


See you on the Avenue at Fiesta! 
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BHNC PROGRAMS 


YOUTH 


Meet Britney, 
an Alemany Urban 

By Jane Martin 

I met Britney at the Bayview Farmers 
Market selling squashes and green beans. 
She and her coworkers were joking 
around, dancing to music from a nearby 
car stereo, and also selling organic vege¬ 
tables they grew themselves. Britney is 
one of thirteen teens who started work¬ 
ing this summer at the Alemany Farm, a 
project of the Alemany Resident Manage¬ 
ment Corporation (RMC). “The Farm is a 
four and a half acre garden next to Inter¬ 
state 280 and the Alemany Housing de¬ 
velopment where Britney has lived her 
whole life. Currently, she lives with her 
Auntie and her cousin who, like Britney, 
also works on the farm two afternoons a 
week, helping the operation provide or¬ 
ganic food to the underserved neighbor¬ 
hoods of Alemany and Bayview. Earlier 
this summer, Britney saw her friends work¬ 
ing in the garden. “They said it was fun 
and so I wanted to try it,” she explained. 

Though this is the program’s first 
summer, the group has already covered a 
lot of ground. Britney listed to me all the 
things she’s already learned “planting, weed¬ 
ing, composting, harvesting.” She says 
that the hardest part of the job is weed¬ 
ing on a hot day. But overall she enjoys 
it. Of the food they’ve grown this sum¬ 
mer, she likes the strawberries the best. 
In her spare time she likes to go shopping 
at the mall. Britney’s going into the tenth 
grade at Westmoore this year, and al¬ 
ready thinking about her future: she 
wants to go to college and be a lawyer. 

Britney’s job at the farm represents 


Farmer 

an amazing accomplishment of the Ale¬ 
many RMC. When the city abandoned 
the farm years ago, Alemany residents in 
the RMC—with the help of expert volun¬ 
teers—took matters into their own hands. 
They started up the farm as a volunteer 
operation and this year, with the help of 
BHNC, secured funds to start employing 
teens. In a development troubled by crime, 
unemployment, and poverty, the RMC’s 
grassroots efforts now provide for many of 
the communities needs: jobs, food, leader¬ 
ship opportunities, and education for the 
teens. Alice Carruthers, Executive Direc¬ 
tor of the RMC says she does this work to 
support the kids and give them something 
positive to do over the summer. “They’re 
just so excited because this is something 
new to them,” she said. 

Jason Mark, the manager of the farm, 
loves working with the teens and thinks 
the summer is going well. “They’ve been 
living here, some of them were born here, 
but they’ve just run through and played 
up in the hill. They never thought they’d 
be able to do anything like this,” he said. 
“I think organic agriculture is the perfect 
confidence building program for teens be¬ 
cause they get this real sense of owner¬ 
ship. Taking something from a little tiny 
start to this full big plant that’s going to 
then create fruit they can eat, that’s just... 
it gives them a real sense of pride.” ■ 


DIG IT: Volunteer workdays are the first 
and third Sundays of every month, and 
the Saturdays in between. For informa¬ 
tion and directions visit: www.alemany- 
farm.org or call 415-571-6660. 
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ROYAL LATEX PAINT: 


• 25 -year durability • Thousands of colors 

• One-coat coverage • Mildew resistant 

• Stain resistant • Non-yellowing 

• Colorfast • Computer color matching 
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"San Francisco is our (green) home." 


Meet Elena Asturias and Eduardo Paniagua 

Owners, Paniagua Construction, Inc. 

When Eduardo and Elena started a residential construction 
business in 1994, one of their first clients insisted on using solar 
power. From that point on, they were sold on building green and 
contributing to the quality of life in our community. Last year, 
as an investment, they began renovating a fixer in Eureka Valley 
using natural materials including wood and marble finishes, and 
installing cotton-based insulation, radiant heated floors, and solar 
panels that produce enough energy to power 2 houses. When 
looking for an agent to sell their masterpiece, they chose an 
energy-efficient Zephyr Agent who powered up six offers over 
the $2 million plus asking price. 


Noe Valley • 415.695.7707 

Pacific Heights • 415.674.6500 
Potrero Hill • 415.824.7200 
South Beach/SOMA • 415.905.0250 
Upper Market • 415.552.9500 
Upper Market/Castro • 415.552.9500 
West of Twin Peaks • 415.731.5000 
www.zephyrsf.com 


Zephyr Real Estate. We're all about San Francisco. 
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BHNC PROGRAMS 


SENIORS 


Hillwide Garage Sale 

The Hillwide Garage Sale has grown over the years from a small collection of 20 or 
so garage sales in 1993 to a massive “Hill Wide” event that takes over every corner of 
Bernal Heights. There are several classifications of garage sale participants including 
those that host a site annually and bi-annually, those moving out of Bernal Heights 
(bummer), those who just moved here (yeah!) and those that periodically just need to 
get rid of stuff. Each site has something unique to offer treasure seekers including baby 
stuff, collectibles, a great jacket, assorted kitchenware and even original art... The al¬ 
lure of Hillwide is the thrill of getting that special something that will add to their col¬ 
lection of whatever. We were also blessed with the warmest Hillwide event in years as 
shoppers sporting shorts, sandals and sunglasses were treated to sunny skies. This was 
a truly great Bernal Heights event! ■ 



The Hillwide Garage Sale was bustling inside the headquarters at 515 Cortland Avenue 


BERNAL SENIORS HELP SAVE FOOD BOX PROGRAM 


By Jane Martin 

The efforts of Bernal seniors to save 
the low income senior food box have paid 
off! George Bush wanted to cut this essen¬ 
tial program that that supplies local se¬ 
niors with a box of food monthly. While 
the funding for the program is not yet fi¬ 
nal—Congress still needs to vote on it— 
the committee in the House of Represen¬ 
tatives has recommended funding the 
program. If the House’s proposal is ap¬ 
proved, the program can be expanded to 


fourteen thousand more seniors in Cali¬ 
fornia! The Senate Appropriations Com¬ 
mittee currently has only earmarked 
$128 million, which would allow the pro¬ 
gram to survive but would not let more 
seniors who need the assistance to apply. 
Though the existing program is now safe, 
we still need to put pressure on Diane 
Feinstein to expand the program to $150 
million. Thank you to Bernal seniors who 
wrote letters and went to Diane Fein- 
stein’s office! ■ 



NEW SECOND LOCATION: 2301 BRYANT ST. 


Progressive Grounds 

Come arnl enfciy our newly remójele^ patio a net 
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Crilieti Vegetarian Sandwicfc* 
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Tele Unite and the American Dream 

LIFE OF COMPASSION HAS ROOTS IN TIME OF WAR 


By Jeff Lester 

If you’ve spent much time around the 
Bernal Heights Senior Center, you’ve 
seen Tele Unite: you’ve probably seen 
him with his aviator-frame glasses, his 
ever-present baseball cap, and his jean 
jacket sweeping up around the Center. 
Or maybe you’ve seen him packing up 
food for the Senior Food Box program. 
Then again, maybe he was helping se¬ 
niors in and out of their cars. As Roland 
Soriano, Senior Program Coordinator, 
puts it, “Tele’s a hands-on kind of guy. He 
does it all.” Unite’s commitment to help¬ 
ing others and public service is well- 
known, but what’s less well-known is 
how that commitment developed. 

“I was an M.P. in Okinawa at the end 
of World War II,” Unite explained in a re¬ 
cent interview. “A lot of Filipinos had 
died at the hands of the Japanese in 
Bataan. A lot had died defending the 
Philippines from the Japanese, and the 
Japanese had killed a lot of civilians.” (In 
fact, although he didn’t mention it, ap¬ 
proximately 100,000 Filipino citizens 
died during the one month battle for the 
city of Unite’s birth, Manila.) “So to be an 
M.P. in Okinawa was difficult. You had 
to realize that these were civilians, they 
didn’t have anything to do with the war.” 

Unite paused a moment before con¬ 
tinuing. “My military service helped me 
learn to be compassionate.” 

Unite’s military service provided him 
with more than compassion. “Because I 
served in the U.S. Army, I was able to 
come to the United States in 1995.” How¬ 
ever, despite fighting in World War II 
and helping rebuild the devastated Pacif¬ 
ic region after the war, neither Unite nor 


thousands of other Filipino men like him, 
receive veteran’s benefits: at 79, Unite 
must get by on SSI. “The Democrats have 
been trying to help,” Unite added. “They 
have a bill, the Filipino Veterans Equity 
Bill, which would give us veteran benefits. 
It’s currently going through the Senate.” 

No stranger to politics himself, Unite 
has experience working for the public 
good, most recently by writing and visit¬ 
ing with political leaders to help save the 
Senior Foodbox Program. “I’m also a 
board member of the Economic Opportu- 


“My military service 
helped me learn to be 
compassionate.” 


nity Council of San Francisco,” Unite 
added. “I was a member of the Board on 
the Neighborhood Center for six years. 
And I still preside as chairman of the Se¬ 
nior Committee.” 

But when asked about such a busy 
schedule, Unite shrugged it off. “In the 
Philippines, you had to know somebody 
to get a job. Life is very hard if you can’t 
work. I’m grateful I was able to become a 
U.S. citizen, and if they pass the Equity 
Bill, I could bring my family here.” He 
straightened the cap on his head and 
smiled. “I could show them the American 
dream.” 

And then, apparently unaware of how 
well he personified the dream he wished 
to show his family, Tele Unite went back 
to packing food for seniors in need. ■ 
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HOUSING 

The Struggle for Affordable Housing 
Continues 

Condos at Cesar Chavez and Mission Streets Approved by the 
Board of Supervisors 


By Jane Martin 

Defeat for the Community 

High rents and home sale prices are 
forcing families and other long term resi¬ 
dents to leave San Francisco. Many hard 
working families that stay live in over¬ 
crowded conditions and have spent years 
on waiting lists for affordable housing. In 
response to this crisis, the Mission Anti 
Displacement Coalition and the Bernal 
Heights Neighborhood Center came to¬ 
gether, creating a plan to build afford¬ 
able housing and a day labor center at 
the site of the closed Kelly Moore Paint 
Store at the corner of Cesar Chavez and 
Mission Streets. In July, in opposition to 
this community based plan, the San Fran¬ 
cisco Board of Supervisors upheld the 
planning department’s decision to allow 
market rate condominiums and a 24 hour 
Walgreens to be built a the site instead. 

It was a close 5 to 6 vote, with Super¬ 
visors Ammiano, Daly, Maxwell, Mirkari- 
mi, and Peskin voting against the condo 
project, and Alioto-Pier, Dufty, Elsbernd, 
Jew, McGoldrick, and Sandoval voting in 
favor, but the decision went against the 
testimony of hundreds of residents, as 
well as the recommendations of longer 
term community planning. From a legal 
standpoint, this decision also went 
against the city’s General Plan which re¬ 
quires more affordable housing in the 
Mission, and a prior Board of Supervi¬ 
sors decision in which they required a 
study of the socio-economic impact of con¬ 
do developments. The decision delivered 
by the Board of Supervisors is a step 
backwards for the community. 


Despite this Vote—Our 
Community Is Stronger 

Despite this setback, our efforts to ad¬ 
vocate for affordable housing were well 
worth it! The Board of Supervisors and 
the mayor have seen yet again that we 
will not let the wrong kind of develop¬ 
ment happen in our neighborhood with¬ 
out a struggle. Our alternative proposal 
for affordable housing at the site also 
demonstrated that, if given the chance, 
we have the vision, the creativity, and 
the capacity to meet our community’s 
needs. And our campaign was stronger 
than ever, with many residents getting 
involved for the first time: we held a 
week of action including peaceful civil 
disobedience. In addition, other neigh¬ 
borhoods came out to support us. Our col¬ 
lective creativity and strength was in¬ 
spiring. 

Thank You to Everyone! 

Thank you to everyone who came to 
the hearings, came to the rallies, wrote 
letters, wrote e-mails, met with the Su¬ 
pervisors, and helped in other ways. 
Thank you to our Supervisor Tom Ammi¬ 
ano who did everything he could to help. 
We are lucky to live in a neighborhood 
where people come together for justice! 

The Struggle Continues... 

We are not going to stop until we get 
affordable housing! We deserve a say in 
what gets built in our neighborhood. We 
will continue to push the city government 
to take action so we don’t get stuck in this 
kind of situation again. Si Se Puede! ■ 


BECOME A MEMBER TODAY! 

If you want the New Bernal Journal delivered to your home, 
become a member! www.bhnc.org 


-\ 


MaggieMüdd 

903 cortland ave. www.maggiemudd.com 
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397 Cortland Ave 
4158219530 



Green, Eco-Friendly 

WASH & FOLD 

^ ,75c/lb 

flat i ^prv¡ rp • Pirkiin Drnnnff • ^ ^r\aii-Fnriau • s*mnn 

udy x\ vac riLrup uiupun Ldy mudy o iu|jn 

USB non*phQspP3t& non ~ íoxíc l&unpru products 

Soap 8ox Lectures 

The first Saturday of each month at 10pm 

Free and Open to All 

October 6th : Susanne Cockrel & Ted Purves 
Amity V\torks íhe Social Role of the Artist 

November 3rd: Ve mda Stone filmmaker 
Makina Chicken Dinner sina-a-lono 

See website for details www.bernalbubbles.com 


MONA TONG 
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Thinking of Buying or Selling? 
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Call now for a free no obligation Buyers or Sellers consultation 

We are your Bernal Heights Specialists 
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Mona Tong 

Sandra Saavedra 
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Ruben Martinez 
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Cutting Ed ge 

Salon 

lOQO Cortland Ave. @ Foisont * S.F* 

Bernal Height's Only full Service Salan 


CuTtwri Facials 
¿ Puls 

Waning 

Lodi £ Brthf Tinting 
freaflát Coloring 
Natural Mania/ts 
Spa Pedicures 
Mor, Much ¡Müfif 1 


Kick back & Relax .... 
o cup of cqffcc, a maytmne, 
quality service* f co»#ria&ie surroundings, 
treat yourself.. „YouVe Worth If? 


BHNC PROGRAMS 


ORGANIZING 

DiRECt Input: Survey Available for 
Assessing Rec Center Programs 


By V Cooke 

Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center 
(BHNC) is working closely with the Ber¬ 
nal Rec Center staff to assess the pro¬ 
grams available in our neighborhood. 
Since February, we’ve been working with 
the Rec Center and Rec and Park staff 
because both organiza¬ 
tions have an interest in 
providing relevant and 
accessible programs to 
the Bernal Heights com¬ 
munity. BHNC provides 
services to both youth and 
seniors where youth can 
be involved with our em¬ 
ployment programs or re¬ 
ceive case management, 
and seniors can have a hot 
lunch, take dance classes, 
or have case management 
support through our senior department. 
Bernal Rec Center, meanwhile, offers a 
different range of programs to people of 
varying ages, including basketball 
leagues, dance classes, and BBQ classes. 

As part of this collaboration, we are 
working to help the Rec Center get more 
input on what programs people in Bernal 
want. Some people from the neighbor¬ 
hood are forming an Advisory Committee 
to the Rec Center to give neighbors a 
voice in how the Rec Center develops its 
schedule and advertises its programs. 
Jane and V, Community Organizers at 
BHNC, have developed a survey to solicit 


input from the broader community. The 
survey responses will help us provide 
programs to best suit the needs and in¬ 
terests of people in the community. We 
have extended the survey deadline 
through October—so please contact us 
(see below) for a survey and lend a hand 
with our efforts to improve the neighbor¬ 
hood. 

The Bernal Rec Cen¬ 
ter is a resource for all of 
us in the neighborhood, 
and improving its pro¬ 
gramming is an impor¬ 
tant step in our violence 
prevention efforts. Pro¬ 
grams offered to youth— 
such as sports, music, 
art, and dance—are cru¬ 
cial for giving kids incen¬ 
tives to stay away from 
violent or dangerous ac¬ 
tivities. These programs and similar al¬ 
ternatives are long-term community-cen¬ 
tered solutions to crime in the neighbor¬ 
hood. Since both BHNC and the Rec Cen¬ 
ter have been involved in violence pre¬ 
vention efforts, this collaboration will 
only strengthen both programs. 

To get the survey (and to get addition¬ 
al copies for family, friends and neigh¬ 
bors), please go to bhnc.org/community, 
call V Cooke at 415 206-2140 x 152, or 
just drop by. For a full schedule of Rec 
Center activities, please visit sfreconline. 
org and search “programs” or call 695- 
5007. ■ 


Community 
Organizers at BHNC 
have developed a 
survey to solicit your 
input. 
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HERTH 


Local Girl. Carol Bee. Moves to Herth. 


Carol Bee has been in Bernal Heights since 1986. 
She knows the best buys and the right buyers. Call her: 


415.861.5222 x219 real estate caroLbee3@aol.com 















































October/November 2007 


New Bernal Journal 7 


COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS 


LETTER FROM TOM AMMIANO 


In this installment, Tom gives us the lowdown on what 
PG&E and DPW are doing to our streets, and upcoming 
fire safety plans for Bernal Heights. 


On August 14, Sgt. James Miller, Of¬ 
ficer Kirk Yin, Officer Oscar Padilla, Of¬ 
ficer Victor Hui and Officer Chad Cam¬ 
pos were honored by the Board of Super¬ 
visors for their successful efforts over the 
past few months that have resulted in a 
significant decrease in violent crime at 
the Alemany Housing Development. 
These fine officers have been engaged in 
this new community policing effort since 
March of this year, and their efforts have 
been focused on working with the ten¬ 
ants, the Housing Authority, and Com¬ 
munity based and adjoining neighbor¬ 
hood groups, and as a result have been 
instrumental in reducing violent crime 
dramatically. Since March there have 
been no shootings where injuries have oc¬ 
curred anywhere in the development. 
While it is certainly true that the reduc¬ 
tion in violence is the result of a combina¬ 
tion of factors, Sargeant Miller and his 
officers have contributed immeasurably 
to the positive changes witnessed at the 
Alemany Development, and their contri¬ 
butions cannot be overestimated. Also, I 
was very happy to attend the “Day on the 
Green” on August 26 at the Alemany De¬ 
velopment. It was a very positive event 
and I want to thank all those involved in 
making the event happen. 

Living Wage Passes! 

The Living Wage Ordinance (aka: the 
Minimum Compensation Ordinance) 
passed with ten Supervisors casting their 
support at our August 14 meeting, just 
before going on recess for three weeks. 
The final vote will be on September 11 
making the Living Wage increase to 
$10.77 an hour in October and with an¬ 
other increase going into effect January 
1, 2008. The legislation has very impor¬ 
tant changes that will mean San Francis¬ 
cans who do important city work will fi¬ 
nally have a wage increase after being 
left out for years. The Living Wage was 
actually behind the minimum wage, and 
has not seen an increase since the year 
2000. The new legislation includes raises 
every January 1 as long as the City can 
afford to do so. This means workers will 
no longer have to wait for years for their 
wages to keep up with the cost of living. 
This has been a long hard process and I 
am very exited to see this legislation pass 
with overwhelming support from com¬ 
munity organizations, unions, nonprofits 
and my colleagues at the Board. 

Construction 

PG&E with the other utilities have 
three undergrounding projects in this ar¬ 
ea: Cortland Connect 1, Cortland Con¬ 


nect 2, and Banks-Chapman. All three 
undergrounding projects are near com¬ 
pletion. Cortland Connect 1 and 2 are 
further along than the Banks-Chapman 
undergrounding because new streetlights 
have been installed in Cortland Connect 
1 and 2. While the undergrounding proj¬ 
ects usually install the new streetlights 
as part of the undergrounding work, this 
will not occur in the Banks-Chapman ar¬ 
ea, which is also the same name and 
roughly the same area as the DPW Proj¬ 
ect. Instead the DPW Banks-Chapman 
Project will install the new streetlights. 
DPW’s Bureau of Street-Use and Map¬ 
ping are working with the utility compa¬ 
nies in currently trying to identify the re¬ 
maining “holdouts” in each of these three 
under grounding projects. The utility 
company’s portion of the work is pretty 
much completed, except for the utility 
pole removals. 

The DPW Banks-Chapman Project is 
a separate street improvement project 
driven by residents’ concerns on life-safe¬ 
ty issues.The project area is roughly 
bounded by Powhattan on the South, 
Gates on the West, Bernal Heights Bou¬ 
levard on the North, and Nebraska Street 
on the East.Most of the streets in this ar¬ 
ea were nothing more than narrow strips 
of asphalt on top of dirt, with no curbs or 
sidewalks. DPW is improving the area by 
widening the streets to city standards 
and installing sidewalks. This project is 
currently installing the new concrete 
street base and the new concrete street 
surfaces—thus, the reason for the ce¬ 
ment/concrete truck on Powhattan. DPW 
expects to substantially complete this 
project by the end of October. 

A third project in the area is a SFPUC 
Water Pipeline Tunneling Project. This 
project is mainly on Powhattan, between 
Nevada and Nebraska, because the pit 
for the pipeline tunneling is located here. 
Besides occupying this area, the SFPUC 
project is also currently replacing the wa¬ 
ter pipe on Nebraska between Powhat¬ 
tan and Cortland that connects to this 
tunnel. The tunnel comes out on the 
north side of the hill at Alabama and Ri¬ 
pley. SFPUC originally expected the proj¬ 
ect to end at about the same time as the 
DPW Banks-Chapman Project. 

The tunnel work has been slow going 
(they’ve only constructed one quarter of 
the length so far) and they may end up 
switching equipment. The contractor 
claims that soil conditions have slowed 
them down (mud, groundwater), but that 
point is highly debatable. The contractor 
has not informed the City how they plan 
to make up lost days and, as a result, we 


don’t know how long this project will be 
delayed. Unofficially, the project is ap¬ 
proximately 6 months behind schedule, 
but there’s a good possibility it could be 
cut down considerably. A number of resi¬ 
dents have called my office with harrow¬ 
ing tales of contractor negligence and 
considerable property damage, and if you 
have experienced similar problems please 
call us at 554-5144. 

Cortland Repaving 

After moving some mountains I have 
been assured by the DPW Cortland will 
indeed be repaved starting in early fall. 
While this date is years ahead of the 
City’s original construction schedule, I 
think no one in Bernal would disagree 
that the repaving will not come a mo¬ 
ment too soon. Details of dates and times 
to come. 

Fire Prevention 

Once again Alemany/Anderson Hill 
was the site of a fire on the Fourth of Ju¬ 
ly. In addition to these ongoing fire con¬ 
cerns, I was contacted regarding con¬ 
cerns of fire safety on Bernal Hill. Alema¬ 
ny Hill is an annual concern—the major¬ 
ity of the hill is owned by private proper¬ 
ty owners who are responsible for clear¬ 
ing the brush. However, DPW has the 
power to issue fines and clear the brush 
themselves if the owner does not. In the 
past, the brush has been cleared incon¬ 
sistently. 

Bernal Hill was not found to be as sig¬ 
nificant a hazard by the Fire Marshall 
and significant clearing was done though 
the work and coordination of the Rec and 
Park, DPW and the Fire Marshall. 

Another concern is homeless encamp¬ 
ments that could start fires. The Home¬ 
less Outreach Team and SFPD visited 
the encampments and all were vacated. 
The Homeless Outreach Team will be 
dispatched if any future encampments 
develop and will connect folks with ser¬ 
vices and shelter. 

Through working with Fire Marshall 
Schultheis and the staff of Recreation 
and Parks, and the Department of Public 
Works, and community input, we have 
developed the following action plan for 
fire prevention. We will hold annual 


meetings in early May to plan for sum¬ 
mer fire prevention. 

Bernal Hill Long Term Plan 

• DPW will coordinate with the Clean 
Team to make sure the District 9 
clean up is scheduled in May covering 
Bernal Hill areas (coverage depends 
on volunteer turnout). 

• Supervisor Ammiano’s office will meet 
with Clean Team to make sure areas 
with fire concerns are on the list for 
the clean up. Will also make sure 
Clean Team is connected to 
neighborhood leaders to coordinate 
outreach to volunteers. 

• Whatever Clean Team is unable to 
clear DPW and Parks & Rec will 
coordinate to finish clearing June. 

• Here is the link to the Bernal Hill 
section of the natural areas 
management plan if you want to see 
which department in responsible for 
specific locations. http://www.parks. 
sfgov.org/wcm_recpark/SNRAMP_ 
Final_Draft/6_Site-Specific/ 

62 lBernalHill.pdf 

Alemany/Anderson Hill Long 
Term Plan 

• DPW will send letters to Alemany/ 
Anderson Hill property owners in May 
giving 15 days to clear their property 
30 feet from buildings, then send 
second letter if not resolved in 15 
days. 

• If area is not cleared by property 
owners DPW will clear or contract out 
and bill owners the GREATER of $500 
or the cost to the City (according to 
Blighted Vacant Lot ordinance Public 
Works Code Sec. 735). 

A walkthrough of Alemany Hill is be¬ 
ing coordinated by the Bernal Heights 
Neighborhood Center with our office, the 
Fire Marshall, and DPW. We can adjust 
this plan if needed as a result of the 
walkthrough. Residents should be aware 
that the requirement is to clear dry brush 
and grass 30 feet from buildings. Proper¬ 
ty owners are responsible for whatever 
falls within the 30 feet. On steep hills 
there is also flexibility for leaving up to 
18 inches of grass to prevent erosion but 
from what I understand, this should not 
prevent the Alemany Hill from being cut 
very low or even to the ground. ■ 
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New Bernal Journal en Español 


La Fiesta FUN-ky: 21 de Octubre 


Por Steve Shapiro 

¿Dónde vas estar domingo, 21 de octu¬ 
bre? ¡Andando por la mitad de la calle (Cort¬ 
land), sonriéndoles a todos con quien te en¬ 
cuentres, esperamos! 

La Fiesta en la HUI es un día muy divertido 
para todos en Bernal Heights y este año—la 
decimonovena anual Fiesta—promete ser el 
mejor de todos los tiempos: con espectáculo 
vivo en dos etapas, comida rica para comer, 
animales para acariciar y cabalgar, calaba¬ 
zas para pintar, artesanías para comprar. 
También habrá un alguacil, Mike Hennessey 
y un Jefe de bomberos, Joanne Hayes-Whlte 
a los que tendrán que hechar al tanque de 
agua y habrá muchas excusas para reírse 
implacablemente con niños, jóvenes, mayores 
y todos los que se quieran sumar al evento. 

Estrenamos en la Fiesta este año: Sila 
and the Afrofunk Experience. El ganador 


del Premio de Música de Los Angeles 2006 
como Mejor Artista de Funk del Año, kenia- 
no-nacldo y cantante basado en San Francis- 
co-el compositor y líder del equipaje de la 
banda de ocho-pedazos Afrofunk Experien¬ 
ce. Victor Sila ha estado iluminando los 
clubs y circuito festival del Área del Bahía de 
San Francisco y California con estilos y rit¬ 
mos africanos por ocho años. Puedes escu¬ 
char notas parecidas de James Brown (El 
CDS más reciente de Sila se llama “El Hom¬ 
bre más Funky de Africa”), Marvin Gaye o 
aún Sade, pero los estilos y ritmos africanos 
son el alma de mucha de su música. Sin 
embargo, cualquier que escuchas filtrará 
por los sonidos de centenares, si no miles de 
pies bailando. 

El favorito de San Francisco, Julio Bravo y 

Su Orquestra Salsabor, cerrarán el día en 
escenario de la parte oeste. El grupo de mú¬ 


sicos dinámicos de Julio Bravo ha creado un 
estilo propio. Presentando una mezcla ex¬ 
traordinaria de estilos vocales a diferencia 
de otras bandas de salsa en el área, el can¬ 
tante, compositor y líder del grupo musical 
nacido en Perú, crea una explosión de soni¬ 
do y energía que mantiene a Bravo y su di¬ 
versa audiencia de la Orquesta regresando 
para ofrecer más. 

El programa cerrarán los tonos ricos y ex¬ 
presivos de la Banda de Judea Edén; el 
conjunto latón de estilo New Orleans Brass 
Mafia; el estilo antiguo de cultura America¬ 
na, 'blues' y estilo 'country’-occidental del 
grupo de Erik Walker y Joe Cunningham: Two 
Tall Drinks; la revolucionaria de alma local 
Her Grace the Duchess; y cerrando el esce¬ 
nario del este será 'blues rocker' Regi 
Harvey with the Skip’s All Stars. 

Y, no te olvides, las primeras dos horas en 
el escenario del este se dedicarán al entrete¬ 
nimiento de los más jóvenes entre nosotros 
con Enzo Garcia (Breakfast with Enzo), Amy 
Meyers y sus títeres, Dreamboat Where Are 
You? y los Bernal Senior Tappers. Consúlte¬ 
lo en bhnc.org y haga clic en la conexión de 
Fiesta para ver las páginas de Web de los 
artistas. 

La Fiesta es el financiador anual más Im¬ 
portante para BHNC, y pedimos a la gente 
que aporten lo que puedan antes y/o duran¬ 
te Fiesta. Todos los fondos van a los progra¬ 
mas de BHNC para mayores, jóvenes y vi¬ 
viendas asequibles y para apoyar nuestro 
trabajo de organización comunitaria y apoyo 
social de justicia. Usted puede mandar do¬ 
naciones o traerlos a nuestra oficina en 515 
Cortland Avda. 

Queremos dar las gracias a estos nego¬ 
cios de la comunidad para patrocinar a 
Fiesta: Bank of America, Bank of the West, 


¡Queremos Oír de Usted! 

El Nuevo Diario de Bernal da la bienvenida a sus opiniones 
y reacciones. Las cartas deben ser dirigidas a 'Cartas al 
Editor' y deben incluir el nombre del escritor, dirección, y 
número de teléfono de día. Estas deben ser mandadas por 
correo electrónico a nbj@bhnc.org, o mandadas vía correo 
regular a: 

CARTAS AL EDITOR, C/0 BHNC 

515 CORTLAND AVENUE, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94110 



Cahill Contractors, Inc., California Pacific 
Medical Center, Citibank, Farallone Pacific 
Insurance Services, Goldfarb & Llpman, Go¬ 
od Life Grocery, Rainbow Grocery, Safeway, 
Inc., Skip’s Tavern, Waste Solutions Group, 
Washington Mutual Bank, Wells Fargo Bank 
y Zephyr Real Estate. 

¡Se Necesitaron Voluntarios — 
Sea Parte de la Fiesta! 

Necesitamos 200 voluntarlos para asegu¬ 
rar que Fiesta es segura y divertida para to¬ 
dos! Pedimos voluntarlos para trabajar 1 
turno: 6 am-10 am, 10 am-2 pm, 2 pm-6 pm, 
o 6 pm-9 pm Todos los voluntarlos recibirán 
café y rosquillas a la mañana, almuerzo gra¬ 
tis todo el día y una camiseta conmemorati¬ 
va de Fiesta. SI estas interesado, escribe a 
fiesta@bhnc.org o llama el coordinador del 
evento, Coco Corona en 415-269-9844. ¡Te 
vemos allí! ■ 








UVE HEALTHY. 
BUILD GREEN. 



DESIGN 
SOLUTIONS 

earth-friendly concepts 

www.sfdesignsolutions.com 

4291 24th Street, San Francisco, CA 94114 
Ph: 415.648.6561 • Fax: 415.643.8572 • CLÍ766125 





• As Certified Green Building Professionals, Design 
Solutions offers unique expertise and services to 
create a healthier, more functional home. 

• There are many reasons to build green...concern for 
the environment, energy savings and healthier living. 

• Our design team will provide all of the latest options 
to maximize your space while using the finest 
renewable resources available. 

• Visit our "environmentally friendly" Noe Valley 
show-room, showcasing green cabinet lines with 
non-toxic finishes, counter tops, tile and flooring. 
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COVER STORY 

Seguridad Pública 

continua de pagina 1 

en Bernal. Residentes y organizadores de la 
comunidad de BHNC han estado trabajando 
desde abril para ayudar a mejorar no sólo el 
Centro de Bernal Rec, sino que el gimnasio 
en Moultrie y Jarboe también. Denyse Jones, 
activa en reuniones con el Parque y Rec, dijo 
que los programas serían una buena alter- 


“Yo me siento mejor ahora 
que sé que formo parte 
de un grupo que trabaja 
para resolver estos 
problemas.” 


nativa para los adolescentes del vecindario 
que de otro modo quizás se meterían en ac¬ 
tividades peligrosas. 

Más allá del potencial para disminuir el 
crimen, el gimnasio es un recurso también 
para la entera comunidad con programas 
progresivos y podría haber más que proveen 
una gama de personas - el servicio de guar¬ 
dería infantil para niños jóvenes, clases de 
ejercicio para mayores y yoga para mamás 
de Bernal. Los organizadores del centro ve¬ 


cindario de la comunidad elaboraron una 
encuesta que entregaron durante la reunión 
para saber qué tipos de actividades les inte¬ 
resarían a las personas. (Lea por favor el 
artículo adjuntado adentro para información 
en cómo conseguir la encuesta). 

Debido a los recientes fuegos artificiales 
del 4 de julio, los fuegos fueron otro tema 
grande de la reunión. Como todos los años, 
los fuegos artificiales de las vacaciones in¬ 
cendiaron el pasto seco en la Colina de Ale¬ 
ma ny, asustando a las personas cercanas, y 
este año causó daño al hogar de Nancy Gan- 
ner y Lisa Rovegno. Algunas personas pidie¬ 
ron que se quitara el pasto seco antes de 
que se den los fuegos otra vez el año próxi¬ 
mo, y miembros del grupo “Vecinos del Calle 
Elsie” pidieron al Departamento de Rec y 
Parque y del Departamento de Trabajo Públi¬ 
co crear un horario uniforme para vaciar el 
pasto en la Colina de Bernal en los años si¬ 
guientes. El Mariscal del Fuego, Barbara S, y 
James Anderson del departamento de Tra¬ 
bajo Públicos, acordó inspeccionar la Colina 
de Alemany y desarrollar un plan para la se¬ 
guridad futura con los organizadores del 
Centro Vecindario y residentes. 

Las personas que asistieron parecían ser 
satisfechos por ser escuchados y porque su 
comunidad se reunió para crear una comu¬ 
nidad más segura. Cuando Deb Sialana dijo 
durante la reunión, “yo me siento mejor aho¬ 
ra que sé que formo parte de un grupo que 
trabaja para resolver estos problemas. Me 
sentía tan sola antes, pero ahora me siento 
como si lo podemos hacer”. ■ 
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anee renews the life and luster, 
mmer and shine to your wood 
bout the dust, mess and odor 
egular refinishing. 


Renew • Repair • Revitalize 


Call Today fora 

Free In-Home Estimate 

PLUS RECEIVE 15% OFF WITH THIS AD. 


415 - 294-7795 

WWW.NHANCE.COM 


October: 

20% OFF ALL TOYS 

November: 

20% off AT T. Leashes & Collars 



Barrial B^ast^ 

Cortland Ave 
San francisca CA 94ll 0 

( 415 ) 643 -7800 


WWW, b<srna Lbieastci? m 



ÓéLf SerJ\ce pet Wash on site 


lí-7 óat 1 0~S 6un. 11-5 
EbernaL Flag tits PaLhtery 



NBJ: TAGALOG 


Ang Mga Seniors sa Bernal ay Tumulong 
Para Isalba Ang “Food Box Program” 

Ang oras na ibinigay ng senior para sa programang ¡to ay nagkaroon ng magandang kinahi- 
natnan! George Bush ay gustong alisin ang programa ¡to, na nagsusuplay nangfood box para 
sa mga seniors cada buwan. Ang punda (funds) ng programa hindi pa plnal-kallangan pang 
pag butohan ng Kongreso. Kaya lang ang Komlte ng House of Representatives ay nag reco¬ 
mienda na sila mag bibigay ng punda (funds) para sa programa. Kong ang programa sa House 
ay na aprobahan ang programa ay maramlng mapalawak sa 14,000 na mga seniors sa Cali¬ 
fornia! Ang Komite ng Senado ay nagtatabi ng 128 milyon. Papa hindulot pag kakataong para 
mabuhay (survive) ang programa ito. Kaya lang hindi puwedeng ang manga bagong senior na 
aplikante. Kailangan pa rim nating ipagpilitan ka Diane Feinstein na palawakin sa 150 milyon. 
Maraming pong salamat sa lahat nang mga seniors sa Bernal Heights na samulat at nag pa- 
dala nang liham sa opisina ni Senadora Diane Feinstein! ■ 


! Fiesta 


"Hill 


1FH 


Sunday 

October 21,11-6pm 



Mayor Gavin Newsom's 2007 


SAN FRANCISCO 

FAMILY 

T £3 V J V A i 


C ^-£8rating 


SATURDAY 

October 13 

11:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Yerba Buena Gardens 

Between Mission & Folsom and 3rd & 4th Streets 



PRESENTED BY: 


Stammer 


PERFORMANCES 
ON 2 STAGES 

CAROUSEL RIDES 

CLIMBING WALL 

JUMP HOUSES 

HANDS-ON ART 
PROJECTS 

CLOWNS & 

BALLOON 

ARTISTS 

HUNDREDS OF 
COMMUNITY 
RESOURCES & 
GIVE-AWAYS 


No Pets Allowed 


cau 

■ 


DRDINATED BY: IN PARTNERSHIP WITH: 

Yerba buena , „ 

GARDENS MTA © 

FESTIVAL W 




Your local UPS Store offers you more: excellent shipping rates, 
office and moving supplies, and extensive services: packaging, 
fax, mailbox, copying/printing, notary, & passport photos. 

We’ll get the job done right, and we’re just around the corner. 

FREE pick-up for seniors for shipping charges over $25! 


60 29th STREET 1 0% OFF 

m MISSION 

Tel:550-6488 ALL PRODUCTS 

Fax-550-6827 EXCEPT USP5 

stores 818@theupsstore.com EXPIRE:! 2/31/07 


Í >20OS Mall Dins Be, Inc. 



The UPS Store 
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SOAP BOX LECTURE SERIES 

Bernal Bubbles continues its series of 
free half-hour lectures in August and 
September. Lectures begin at 10 p.m. 
and, after each lecture, guests are invited 
to extend the conversation up the street 
at 301 Bocana Gallery. The Gallery is 
run by artist Teresa O’Connor, who has 
graciously offered her space as a place for 
refreshments and to continue the discus¬ 
sion between lecture participants and 
the public. 

Saturday, October 6th, 10pm: 

Artists, Ted Purves & Susanne Cockrell 

Ted Purves and Susanne Cockrell are 
a husband and wife collaborative that 
most recently created The Temescal Am¬ 
ity Works, a “social sculpture” that facili¬ 
tated and documented the exchange of 
backyard produce, conversation, and col¬ 
lective biography within the Temescal 
Neighborhood in Oakland. Between July 
2003 and January 2007, the artists main¬ 
tained a storefront on Telegraph Avenue; 
managed a “Backyard Crop Sharing 
Cart;” produced neighborhood exhibi¬ 
tions, events, and gatherings; and creat¬ 



ed an ongoing series of printed materi¬ 
als—including profiles of neighbors and 
free services, as well as a community 
map. Ted Purves’s recent writing and cu¬ 
ratorial focus examines the social roles of 
the artist and viewer as co-participants 
in active exchange. Susanne Cockrell’s 
performance and public work focuses on 
creating experiences that elevate the ev¬ 
eryday into something more wonderful, 
mysterious and full of possibility, http:// 
www. amity works. or g/ 

Saturday, November 3rd, 10pm: 
Filmmaker, Melinda Stone 

A filmmaker, curator, and teacher, 
Melinda Stone has produced over twenty 
films and videos, as well as numerous 
outdoor cinematic productions. Stone’s 
whimsical sensibility and romanticism 
surface in her ongoing interest in ama¬ 
teur productions and experimental screen¬ 
ing practices, which often incorporate live 
music and participatory sing-alongs. For 
the past six years she has been creating 
outdoor site-specific screenings. Through 
a mixture of historical films, commis¬ 
sioned films, her own films, and ambient 
sound orchestrations, Stone beckons her 
audience to experience the landscape 
anew. These events include Fleur Power 
(1998), Sink or Swim (2001), The Califor¬ 
nia Tour (2003), and Market Street 
1905/2005 (2005). Stone is currently di¬ 
rector of film studies at the University of 
San Francisco. She is also one of the 
founders and current director of film proj¬ 
ects for the Center for Land Use Interpre¬ 
tation in Culver City, California. ■ 



Susan Cockrell with husband Ted Cockrell explore the 
intricacies of backyard produce and community 
interaction. 



Ted Purves works with wife Susan Cockrell to explore 
active exchange and neighborhood development. 


CITY CARSHARE IS NOW IN BERNAL HEIGHTS! 

Newest Locations Allow Easier Access to Car Sharing Program 

Two new pods providing access to City Car Share vehicles have recently opened in 
Bernal Heights. The pod at Mission & Cesar Chavez pod has a Toyota Prius hybrid and 
a Toyota Tacoma truck available, and the pod at Prospect & Coso pod has two brand 
new 2008 Toyota Scion xDs. Conceived by a group of Bay Area transportation activists 
with the Bay Area in mind, City Car Share allows its members to rent a wide variety of 
highly fuel efficient vehicles. According to one report, a single City CarShare care takes 
14.9 private cars off the road, and one-third of the fleet are hybrids. For more informa¬ 
tion about becoming a member of City Carshare, visit www.citycarshare.org. ■ 
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II BENEFIT FOR THE BERNAL HEIGHTS NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER 



19™ Annual 



Bn lité H!l 

Bernal Heights Street Fair ★ Cortland Avenue 

Sunday, October 21,11-6 



UÜE MUSIC! 

Sila and the Afrofunk Experience 

Julio Bravo y su Orquesta Salsabor Judea Eden 

Brass Mafia Go Van Gogh Amy Meyers 
Her Grace, the Duchess Dreamboat Where Are You? 

Erik Walker and the Horseshoes Enzo Garcia 

Regi Harvey and the Skip’s All Stars 


SHViDES! 

Pony Rides Celebrity Dunking Tank 
Petting Zoo Dancing in the Streets 
Raffle—Great Prizes! 


SPSNSSRS! 

Bankof America,^ 

FaralloneJ^acific SAFEWAY O GUARDIAN 


i 



ft: TAVERN ^ 



Z (f) 5514 _ 

E p„v„ w UNIVISUIN BANKt°h f eWEST 


ZEPHYR 

realestate SFSTATiaN.COM 



California Pacific 
Medical Center 


A Sutter Health Affiliate CAHILL CONTRACTORS, INC. 


GOLDFARB 
& LIPMAN 





grants i:?/e 


Árb 

San Francisco Hotel Tax Fund | 


WELLS 

FARGO 


Washington 

Mutual 


INFORMATION: 415.206.2140 or WWW.BHNC.ORG 








































12 New Bernal Journal 


October/November 2007 


COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS 


MUSIC ON THE HILL: 2007-2008 SEASON 

Music on the Hill presents its 2007-2008 season featuring the best classical musi¬ 
cians in the Bay area performing exciting and diverse programs from 17th Century It¬ 
aly to 20th Century Eastern Europe. All concerts are held at St. Kevin’s Church, 704 
Cortland Avenue in Bernal Heights, at 7:00 P.M. Season tickets are $40 general and 
$24 for seniors and students under 18. To purchase tickets, e-mail mothmuse2@yahoo. 
com or call 415-820-1429. Individual concert tickets are $12/$7. Benefit Concert and 
party is September 30, 7:00 P.M. with a $40 suggested donation. 


Concert #1 Sunday, October 21, 2007 

MAZZETTO 

Bay Area early music specialists Rita 
Lilly, soprano, Cynthia Freivogel, violin, 
Elisabeth Reed, cello, and Katherine Heat¬ 
er, harpsichord, join together to form 
Mazzetto. Typically translated from the 
Italian as “Nosegay,” Mazzetto was a pop¬ 
ular title for collections of printed music in 
the baroque era. Just as a nosegay gathers 
a diversity of enticing colors and perfumes, 
Mazzetto, as a musical ensemble, creates 
richly shaded and effectively varied pro¬ 
grams of the virtuosic and dramatic reper¬ 
toire of seventeenth-century Italy. Fea¬ 
tured composers include Giulio Caccini, 
Girolamo Frescobaldi, Giovanni Legrenzi, 
Biago Marini, and Alessandro Stradella. 

Concert #2 Sunday, November 18,2007 

Trio della Rosa 
Pictures from the East” 

Ann Lavin, clarinet, joins Trio della Ro¬ 
sa in a wild ride through Eastern Europe 
with music from Serbia, Czechoslovakia, 
Armenia, and Russia. Performing: “Seven 
Balkan Dances” by Marko Tajcevic, “Trio” 
by Aram Khachaturian, “From my Native 
Land”, by Bedrich Smetana, “Bergerettes”, 
by Bohuslav Martinu and Trio Op. 7 by 
Iosif Andriasov. Phillip Santos, violin, Vic¬ 
toria Ehrlich, cello and Ava Soifer, piano. 


Concert #3 Sunday, February 24, 2008 

Aeolian Players 

Principal players from the San Fran¬ 
cisco Symphony, Ballet and Opera Or¬ 
chestras perform in an evening of 20th 
century music for woodwind quintet. The 
program includes works by Hindemith 
and Ravel. Julie McKenzie, flute, Laura 
Griffiths, oboe Carey Bell, clarinet, Bill 
Klingelhoffer, horn, Rufus Olivier, bas¬ 
soon. 

Concert #4 Sunday, April 27, 200 

Laurel Ensemble 

The Laurel Ensemble was founded in 
2005 to specialize in the rich and varied 
repertoire written for mixed strings, 
winds and keyboard . The Ensemble has 
performed in venues all over the San 
Francisco Bay Area, including the Old 
First Church (S.F.), Dominican Universi¬ 
ty, the Healdsburg Center for Music and 
Art, Sonoma State University, and the 
Noontime Concert Series (S.F.) Perform¬ 
ing: Dohnanyi: Serenade for String Trio, 
Brahms : Clarinet Quintet for Clarinet & 
String Quartet James Cohn : (Premiere), 
written for the Laurel Ensemble. Sarah 
Holzman, flute, Ann Lavin, clarinet, 
Christina Mok, violin, Jenny Douglass, 
viola, Krisanthy Desby, cello ■ 


Change is on the way! 

Learn about plans to improve Muni service 


Over the past year, the Transit Effectiveness Project (TEP) has been looking at ways to make 
Muni more efficient and attractive to riders. 

Please attend an upcoming community meeting to learn about the TEP's key findings and 
ideas and help us shape the City's plans to improve Muni service. We will present the same 
information at each meeting. In early 2008, we will host another series of meetings to present 
final recommendations. 


Transit Effectiveness Project Community Meetings 


Excelsior District Mission District 


Saturday, October 20 

Saturday, October 20 

10:00 am to 12:30 pm 

3:00 pm to 5:30 pm 

Monroe Elementary School 

St. Peter's Catholic Church 

260 Madrid St. at Excelsior Ave. 

1200 Florida St. at 24th St. 

The nearest MUNI bus lines are 

14, 29, 49 and 52. 

The nearest MUNI bus lines are 

9, 27 and 48. 

Inner Sunset 

Civic Center 

Monday, October 22 

Tuesday, October 23 

6:00 pm to 8:30 pm 

6:00 pm to 8:30 pm 

County Fair Building (Hall of Flowers) 
near entrance to SF Botanical Garden 

Bill Graham Civic Auditorium 

99 Grove St. at Polk St. 

9th Ave. at Lincoln Way 

The nearest MUNI lines are N-Judah, 

6, 43, 44, 66 and 71. 

The nearest BART and MUNI station is 
Civic Center. The nearest MUNI bus 
lines are 9, 19, 21 and 49. 


For more information, visit our web site: www.sftep.com, e-mail us at ¡nfo@sftep.com, or 
call (415) 701-4599. Spanish and Chinese speakers may call (415) 226-1313. 


interpreters or materials in alternate formats. 


Wheelchair Please call (415) 226-1313 at least 72 hours before the meeting if you 
Accessible need an Y special accommodations, such as American Sign Language 



Transit Effectiveness Project 

SFMTA San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency 


J 



An area near lower Joy Street, which 
members of The Brewster-Joy 
Neighborhood Group are fighting to 
preserve. 


THE BATTLE OF EAST SLOPE: 

Neighborhood Organization Fights to 
Preserve 'Unique Character’ 


By Donna Lavalee and Paul Boden 

Coming together in the Fall of 2006, 
neighbors formed a new neighborhood or¬ 
ganization, The Brewster-Joy Neighbor¬ 
hood Group, on the East Slope of Bernal 
Heights in response to meetings with the 
East Slope Development Review Board. 
At those meetings, developers Salvio St. 
LLC, presented plans to build five large 
homes on the empty slope bounded by 
Brewster Street, Holladay Avenue and 
the Joy Street stairs. The neighbors in¬ 
vestigated and discovered the developer 
owned ten of the twelve empty lots on 
that hill and planned to build homes on 
eight of those lots. 

The neighbors who attended and pro¬ 
vided input into the development review 
meetings decided to work together to de¬ 
termine whether the existing infrastruc¬ 
ture on the hill could support this mas¬ 
sive new development. A records search 
undertaken by the group revealed that 
twenty-nine new homes have been built 
on the East slope between 1987 without 
any environmental review. 

Those who had lived on the East Slope 
since the 1970s brought a wealth of his¬ 
torical knowledge about old promises 
made by the city to the neighborhood. In 
particular, a memorandum from the Di¬ 
rector of the City Department of Public 
Works (DPW) dated February 19, 2002 
requested follow up by DPW, City Plan¬ 
ning, the SF Fire Department, the Bu¬ 
reau of Street Use & Mapping, and the 
Departments of Parking and Traffic and 
Building Inspection on such issues as: 

• adequacy of the sewer system; 

• adequacy of water pressure; 

• adequacy of fire hydrant locations and 
pressure; 

• ability of fire and rescue vehicles to 
navigate the narrow streets; 

• parking and street safety, including 
street lighting; and 

• retaining walls and stair 
improvements/upgrades, and other 
infrastructure commitments 
previously agreed to by the city. 


Other issues identified by the Brews¬ 
ter-Joy Neighborhood Group include 
green space, solar rights, slope erosion, 
character of the neighborhood and other 
additional unidentified environmental 
impacts. More recently, sewer issues 
have become a major challenge to home- 
owners along Joy St and Holladay Ave. 
The impact of extensive development on 
these aging sewer lines needs thorough 
investigation. 

Given that there had been no follow-up 
from the City on the issues addressed in 
their 2002 memorandum, the new neigh¬ 
borhood group agreed to the following two 
goals: (1) Make sure the city lives up to its 
commitment to complete all pending in¬ 
frastructure work on the East Slope be¬ 
fore any additional development is al¬ 
lowed; and (2) Ensure responsible, well- 
managed development of the East Slope, 
especially on the block bounded by Brews¬ 
ter, Holladay and the Joy Street stairs. 

Efforts by the Group to save the East 
Slope have focused on effectively commu¬ 
nicating and partnering with various 
City agencies, and resulted in saving the 
city’s old grove of eucalyptus on Holladay 
Ave. from the developer’s axe, and a 
DPW hearing about the developer’s plans 
for a private road on city property which 
would further destroy the character of 
the Joy Street neighborhood. Most im¬ 
portantly, on July 31, Tom Ammiano in¬ 
troduced conditional use legislation at 
the Board of Supervisors which would 
help ensure that the City and neighbor¬ 
hood work together to “identify and ame¬ 
liorate the problems and conditions asso¬ 
ciated with the infrastructure, fire pro¬ 
tection services, emergency vehicle ac¬ 
cess, soil erosion, parking, and protection 
of the neighborhood’s unique character 
and open space” before additional devel¬ 
opment can occur. 

To sustain these efforts the Group has 
retained a lawyer and began fundraising 
efforts on July 29. To join these efforts, 
or for more information, contact The 
Brewster-Joy Neighborhood Group at 
bernalheightseastslope@gmail.com. ■ 


James Maxwell, Realtor® 


Bernal Heights Homeowner, San Francisco Specialist 

Put experience and expertise to work for you. 

Expert representation requires a strong negotiator. 
With James on your side, you will have the best 
agent in the room. 

Call or email today! 

415.338.0155 
james@owninsf.com 



www.owninsf.com 
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ALL QUARTERS OF THE EARTH' 


Notes from the Bernal Heights Branch Library 


By Lisa Dunseth, Branch Manager 

COUNTDOWN TO CLOSURE... 

AND THE CAMPAIGN BEGINS... 

“When are you closing?” is our most of¬ 
ten-asked question, and as of this print¬ 
ing, we still have mid-November as our 
earliest closure date. While we wait for 
the date, however, you can get involved 
by joining the Bernal Heights Library 
Campaign. The BHLC is a group and 
partnership between Friends of the San 
Francisco Public Library and Bernal 
Heights residents, neighbors and li¬ 
brary patrons. We are working to raise 
funds for the new furniture, fixtures 
and equipment to make sure our 
branch is ready to meet the needs of the 
Bernal community with expanded ser¬ 
vices and materials for decades to come 

The success of the Bernal Heights 
Library Campaign depends on individu¬ 
al gifts of all shapes and sizes and dur¬ 
ing the campaign there will be many 
opportunities to participate. Many of 
you already have, by purchasing books 
at our first event during the Hillwide 
Garage Sale on August 18. We have 
joined with the Cortland Merchants 
Association to plan and produce a stellar 
celebration honoring long -time neigh¬ 
borhood icon David Ayoob on September 
30 (4 - 7 pm at the Bernal Heights Rec. 
Center.) The proceeds from this event 
will benefit both the BHLC and the 
neighborhood public schools. Our next 
project is the 2008 Calendar of Historic 
Photos of Bernal Heights (produced by 
local graphic artist extraordinaire 
Valerie Reichert)—the sales of which 
will directly benefit the BHLC. 


The Bernal Heights Library is an an¬ 
chor in the neighborhood which chil¬ 
dren, teens, adults and seniors all con¬ 
sider their home away from home. This 
renovation is a once-in-a-lifetime oppor¬ 
tunity. Gifts of any amount will be ac¬ 
knowledged in a beautiful hand-let¬ 
tered volume that will become part of 
the permanent collection at the branch. 
Gifts of $1000 and above will be ac¬ 
knowledged on a plaque prominently 
displayed in the vestibule of the library. 
Larger gifts will be acknowledged in an 
area or room, near a collection, or on a 
piece of furniture. Take advantage of 
this opportunity to be part of this im¬ 
portant community event—be part of 
the legacy. To get involved, make a do¬ 
nation or for further information, 
please contact Christine Leishman, 
Friends of the San Francisco Public 
Library, 626-7512 xlOl (christine.leish- 
man@friendssfpl.org) 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE RENOVATED 
BRANCH INCLUDE 

• New & expanded Children’s Area 
downstairs 

• Access from playground to new Chil¬ 
dren’s Area 

• Interactive learning space for young 
children 

• A new designated Teen Area 

• Diaper changing stations in all public 
restrooms 

• New wheelchair (and stroller!) accessi¬ 
ble restrooms 

• A wheelchair (and stroller!) accessible 
elevator as well as a new & larger 
staircase 

• Increased materials & book collections 


• Restored historic features such as 
lights, ceiling stencils, and woodwork 

• New and restored furniture 

• Wireless (Wi-Fi) access to the internet 

• New computers and self check out ma¬ 
chines 

• Infrastructure to provide for modern 
technologies as well as flexibility for 
the future 

• Seismic strengthening 

HALLOWEEN FUN 

This will be our last Halloween in the old 
building! Join us for spooky stories! Call 
for details. 

UNTIL OUR CLOSURE, PRESCHOOL 
AND LAPSIT STORYTIMES AND 
BOOK CLUB WILL CONTINUE AS 
USUAL (Call the library to confirm 
dates and times.) 

Infant Toddler Lapsit: Storytime for in¬ 
fants and toddlers, ages 0-3, Thursdays, 
10:15 am 

Preschool Storytime: ages 3-5, Thursdays, 
11:00 am 

BOOK CLUB WILL MEET TO 
DISCUSS: 

THE KNOWN WORLD by Edward P. 
Jones, Thursday, October 25, 4:00 pm 
THE KITE RUNNER by Khaled Hossei- 
ni, Thursday, November 29, 4:00 pm 

STAFF RECOMMENDS: 

Hannah: INNOCENT AS SIN by Eliza¬ 
beth Lowell. 

Lisa: HARRY POTTER AND THE 
DEATHLY HALLOWS by J.K. Rowling. 
Monica: HUNTING FEAR by Kay Hooper. 
Trish: ONE GOOD TURN by Kate At¬ 
kinson. ■ 



Ntpr 
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All programs at the library are free and 
sponsored by the Friends of the Library and 
the Gabriel Sharing Fund. The library is lo¬ 
cated at 500 Cortland Avenue. Call 355- 
2810 for more Information. 


T3 

EXPERIENCE 

CORPS® 

Volunteers Needed at Paul Revere School! 

Experience Corps Bay Area is seeking caring adults aged 55+ to 
mentor children in neighborhood public schools. 

Put your time, talent, and experience to use! Experience Corps 
volunteers work directly with students, tutoring one-on-one or in 
small groups in grades K-8. 

Stipends ($150-$230/mo.) available for volunteers working over 

15 hours/week. 

Get involved today! Contact Star Bressler at (415) 759-3690 or 
e-mail sbressler@snbc.org 


Who Do You Call ? 


Business a Home PC Support 

Security * Networks * Backup 
Wireless * Email * Advice 

30 years technical a business experience 
Clear explanations * Confidential 

415 - 265-2780 

info@whodoyoucaU.us 

www.whodoyoucaU.us 

PCs a Macs Member: GGBA 



PICTURE FRAMING AND ART GALLERIES 

Serving San Francisco for over 20 years 
PERSONAL , STEP-BY-STEP ASSISTANCE 


STILL the 
BEST frame shop 
in San Francisco. 


th. 



71 Designers and corporate 
accounts welcome. 

3 Decorator Mirrors and Prints 
wholesale to the public. 

71 Gift certificates available. 


* —\ Rotating exhibits at both 

galleries (call for schedule). 

ft 


Back to the Picture Mission 

20 th St. 


Liberty St. 1 


21 st St. 


Back to the Picture SoMa 

Mission St. 


Howard St. y 


Mission: 934 Valencia St. @ 20 th St. Tel: 415 826-2321 
SoMa: 1110 Howard St. @ 7 th St. Tel: 415 558-9901 
www.backtothepicture.com 
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COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS 


The Youth from YES Build a Garden 

SOUTH FRANCONIA STREET IS NEWEST STREET PARK 


Bernal Heights flourishes with com¬ 
munity-managed gardens, more than 
anywhere else in San Francisco. Steep 
and narrow streets wrap around Bernal 
Hill, the axis of this neighborhood, re¬ 
vealing cul-de-sacs and small pockets of 
green. Tomatoes ripen behind the gates 
of plot-style community gardens, flowers 
buzz with honeybees at intersections 


adults. The YES! program allows the 
kids to do something tangible and posi¬ 
tive for the environment. Hopefully, as 
adults they will make wise decisions af¬ 
fecting the planet and society.” 

Over a series of Friday workdays, 
youth from the YES program weeded, 
performed soil studies, deposited mulch, 
and finally inhabited the garden with 


The builders of 
South 
Franconia 
Street Park 



_ J 
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popping with bright purple echium flow¬ 
ers, and tasteful terracing and colorful 
drought-tolerant species embellish even 
the stairways. Neighbors here know how 
to get it done. It seems almost instinctive 
to this community that has a strong his¬ 
tory of agriculture and activism. And 
now, on the southeastern slope of Bernal 
Hill, overlooking the Bayview neighbor¬ 
hood, a new garden grows. With a lot of 
elbow grease and a little help from SFPT 
Youth Environmental Science (YES) pro¬ 
gram summer campers, local resident 
Shawn Case has planted a new street park. 

Focusing on environmental education 
and land stewardship, the YES program, 
started in 2004 in partnership with City 
College of San Francisco, is a free sum¬ 
mer camp for kids in underserved neigh¬ 
borhoods. Each year, YES campers adopt 
a street park for the summer, and this 
year campers worked with Shawn Case 
(handily a former AP Environmental Sci¬ 
ence teacher) at the community’s new 
street park in Bernal Heights. Shawn, 
who has overseen the development of the 
site and graciously hosted our YES camp¬ 
ers on his deck for lunch and planning 
sessions, remarks, “It’s very important 
we create a cultural awareness of the 
need to be environmental stewards. Re¬ 
search has shown that when kids connect 
with nature at a young age, they have a 
greater concern for the environment as 


new plants provided at low-cost from Flo¬ 
ra Grubb. Charlie Curren at The Garden 
Messenger gave invaluable advice on 
plant selection and placement. SFPT 
helped organize a community workday, 
during which neighbors came out to clear 
the hillside and repair the irrigation with 
the Department of Public Works, which 
also provided transportation, tools, and 
expert help. 

Called the South Franconia Steps (be¬ 
cause there is another gardened Franco¬ 
nia Steps on the north side), this garden 
overlooks the Bayview and features Cali¬ 
fornia-native trees: Coast Live Oak Quer- 
cus agrifolia and Western Redbud Cercis 
Occidentalis under the shade of which a 
drought-tolerant and native garden is 
taking root. Through the summer, YES 
program youth learned about what it 
takes to start a street park. Returning to 
pull weeds, test the soil, have lunch, ob¬ 
serve insects, and hang out, these young 
people have also learned from Shawn 
how neighbors can maintain a strong 
sense of community by working together 
to preserve the distinctiveness of their 
neighborhood. 

YES camp participant Emily Brown 
says “It’s cool, because we did it. You can 
see how it’s different and better now.” ■ 


Shawn Case is a Realtor and certified 
EcoBroker with Herth Real Estate. 


IHILDREN AND FAMILIES COMMISSlOl 


Wu Yee Children’s Services 

« % & ± m. & PUP 


FREE Preschool For All! 

Funded by First 5 San Francisco in partnership with 
Wu Yee Children's Services 


Preschool For All (PFA) is a city-funded initiative providing access to 
FREE, high-quality, part-day preschool programs 
for all San Francisco four-year-olds. 

In Fall 2007, PFA will be available in these neighborhoods: 

Hayes Valley/Tenderloin, SOMA, Financial District, Mission Bay, Downtown, Potrero Hill, 
Chinatown, Russian Hill/Nob Hill, Mission District, Embarcadero, OMHExcelsior, 
Western Addition, Haight/Ashbury, Inner/Outer Richmond, Bayview/Hunter’s Point, 
Treasure Island, North Beach/Telegraph Hill, and Visitación Valley 


For more information please contact Wu Yee Children’s Services 
(415) 354-3873 — pfa@wuyee.org 


THE REAL DEAL: NOTES FROM CORTLAND 

By Darcy Lee 

Hi, it’s Darcy from the Cortland Merchant’s Association. Keary Kensinger, 
local creative person (it is his lovely yard you look upon from the Liberty Cafe 
Bakery), recently posted a sign in front of his home. This is a paraphrase of 
Keary’s message. “We’d like to see if there are like-minded neighbors in Ber¬ 
nal who are intentionally growing food, fruit, raising chickens, etc. There are 
many neglected fruit trees in each block from a bygone time when people 
thought about growing-their-own for many practical as well as aesthetic rea¬ 
sons. Maybe we could harvest those and make things together.” 

I’ve heard there was a path that wound through Bernal and there were 
very few fences. It would be great to have a get together that would be old Ber¬ 
nal in spirit. If this topic interests you, or if you would like to make applesauce 
or lemon curd or can from a Bernal fruit tree, stop by Heartfelt and leave your 
name and contact info or email us at info@heartfeltsf.com. I will make sure 
Keary gets your message. 

If you are reading this before September 30th, come to our Pride and Joy 
party in honor of David Ayoob—all proceeds benefit the local public schools 
and The Bernal Library Campaign —behind the library on Sunday, September 
30th from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Thanks again Dave, your bright spirit is so 
sadly missed. 

Of late, I am often in a frame of mind of wondering how I can help more. 
The subject of crime in the neighborhood is a constant, and I pour over the 
Bernalsafe Yahoo listings and ponder what can be done. There are so many 
brilliant ideas and caring folks saturated in one neighborhood. Please sign up 
onto this Yahoo Group and contribute your input and ideas. Please report all 
crimes to the police, if you are worried about your block, please make an effort 
to know your neighbors and organize a safety network with them. 

There is no concise answer but with a unified block by block effort, perhaps 
we could become a neighborhood that criminals avoid. (I credit this idea to 
Buck Bagot.) 

And last but not least: Captain Paul Chignell, thanks so for all your energy 
and effort directed at this old fashioned SF real life neighborhood. We appreci¬ 
ated all you did for us. Bye bye, and wear your vest! ■ 


Darcy Lee is President of the Cortland Merchants’ Association, and owner of 
Heartfelt at 436 Cortland Street. You can contact her at info@heartfeltsf.com. 


If you are interested in joining the Bernalsafe Yahoo email group to discuss 
neighborhood safety and other community issues, send an email to Bernalsafe- 
subscribe@yahoogroups.com with the word ‘subscribe” in the email header. 
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Stunning view through 
walls of windows. Striking 
contemporary design. 

Offered at $1,529,000 


Classic Victorian cottage 
recently remodeled. Light 
and bright with views. 

Offered at $829,000 


Spacious Bernal Victorian 
with backyard, deck, 
finished attic, and views. 


Immaculate home on the 
border of Bernal Heights 
and the Mission. 


Offered at $779,000 Offered at $789,000 
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BERNAL HEIGHTS HISTORY 


By Terry Milne 


Across the street from Holly Park, kids trudge home from Junipero Serra 
Elementary School in January 1959. This was long before the old school 
was demolished and the new one built in 1976. One boundary of the 
College Hill Reservoir was Elsie Street, where the mature grove of Monterey 
cypress contributed to San Francisco’s urban forest canopy. 


Constructed on the bare Western slope of Bernal in 1870 by the Spring 
Valley Company, many of Bernal residents today call it Holly Park Reservoir, 
but the City’s books still list it as College Hill. The land around the reservoir 
was almost completely undeveloped until after the 1906 earthquake and 
fire. The subsequent real estate rush saw many house built or moved to lots 
on Gladys, Santa Marina and Appleton Streets in 1906 and 1907. The 
reservoir was open, without a top, until 1960, when for safety and sanitary 
reasons it was sealed. Still in use, none of the stored water comes to this 
neighborhood but instead flows to Glen Park, Noe Valley, and the Mission 
District. 


JOSE MORALES PROTEST AND PRESS CONFERENCE 


Senior Housing Activist (and recent 
NBJ profilee) Jose Morales holds a 
press conference and protest to bring 
attention to his current housing strug¬ 
gles on August 14, 2007. 

top: Jose Morales being interviewed by a reporter from 
KTVU Channel 2. 

bottom: Crecencio Alonso, Consolación Alonso, and 
Evangelina Rojas protest senior evictions. 





Dull Knives? 


We offer speedy professional knife sharpening. 
Drop off your knives any Sunday by 6pm and 
they’ll be ready on Tuesday at 11am. 

ÍCOOKS 1309 Castro St. @ 24th 
IBOULEVARD (415) 647-2665 


We Want to Hear from You! 

THE NEW BERNAL JOURNAL WELCOMES YOUR OPINIONS AND 
FEEDBACK. LETTERS SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR AND SHOULD INCLUDE THE WRITER’S NAME, 
ADDRESS AND DAYTIME PHONE NUMBER. 

THEY SHOULD BE EMAILED TO 
NBJ@BHNC.ORG, OR SENT VIA REGULAR MAIL TO: 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
C/0 BHNC 

515 CORTLAND AVENUE, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94110 


LETTER FROM CAROLE MIGDEN 

I’d like to introduce myself and my staff to the Ber¬ 
nal Heights community and to readers of the New Ber¬ 
nal Journal. As your state Senator, I want you to know 
that my office can help you access state services. I know 
that getting help from the government can seem like an 
impossible task: when you’re facing a financial crisis, 
hunger, or immediate eviction, any delay in getting the 
help you need can be frightening or frustrating. Undue 
delay can also mean disaster for you and your loved 
ones. We’re here to help. 

My offices are staffed by friendly and highly trained 
individuals who personally read all the letters we re¬ 
ceive and answer all phone calls made to my office. We 
also welcome anyone who wants to come in and meet 
with us face to face. To resolve an injustice done to you 
or prevent a personal crisis, the first step is to make 
contact with someone who can help. 

As your elected representative, I take seriously my 
responsibility to serve you. In addition to my job of cre¬ 
ating and improving our state’s laws, I can serve as 
your liaison and facilitator to other governmental agen¬ 
cies and help in removing any roadblocks you may 
face. 

In the past month alone, we’ve helped an elderly and 
handicapped woman fight a wrongful eviction, organized a group of tenants who were 
being dishonestly threatened by Ellis Act eviction, assisted a nonprofit organization 
through their filing process with the Secretary of State, and guided a senior citizen 
through the Department of Motor Vehicles appeals process. 

During this legislative season in Sacramento, I’ve worked hard on issues such as ex¬ 
tending domestic partnership privileges to heterosexual couples, mandating labels for 
cloned food products, providing breastfeeding education for new mothers, increasing the 
protections for foster children, and safeguarding the public from repeat drunk drivers. 

If you have any issues you feel should be addressed by the California State Legisla¬ 
ture, are experiencing problems with a state agency, or simply need information, my 
staff and I are at your service. Please contact us at (415) 557-1300 or at senator. 
migden@sen.ca.gov. We’re here to serve you. ■ 



I can serve as your 
liaison and help 
remove any 
roadblocks you 
may face. 
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COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS 


THE WI-FI QUINTET 

Five Unique Places to Get Your ‘Net On 

As Edwin Starr once wrote in a discarded first draft, “Laptops. Huh! What are they 
good for?” For those of us who spent a ton of money on these nifty portable items only 
to discover they, like regular computers, still will not do the work for you, the answer 
is “Wi-Fi,” which allows you to check your email, stock scores and Hot Or Not rating 
while on the go. Below are five useful local hotspots where we found an additional use 
for our newfound, far-from-inexpensive, constant companion. All locations boast free 
Wi-Fi (although some require you to watch an ad or get a password from the counter) 
with puchase. 


1. Park Bench Cafe 

Location: 3214 Folsom Street 

Hours: Approximately 7 am to 2:30 pm 

daily. 

Best for: The cafe’s quietly jocular vibe 
lends itself to scholarly pursuits like edit¬ 
ing Wikipedia pages on ancient Rome to 
emphasize the role J. Lo played in Mark 
Antony and Cicero’s rivalry, or checking 
the news stories at Fark or The Onion. 

2. Charlie’s Cafe 

Location: 3202 Folsom Street 
Hours: 7:00 am to 4:00 pm 
Best for: Charlie’s is such a comfort¬ 
able, personable space, you can’t help but 
think of Myspace which—unless you’re 
fifteen—is neither comfortable nor per¬ 
sonable, but does have the word “space” 
in it. Charlie’s is perfect for “friending” oth¬ 
ers while pretending we could actually 
have real friends if we really wanted to. 

3. Nervous Dog Coffee 
Location: 3438 Mission Street 
Hours: 7:00 am to 7:00 pm, but cur¬ 
rently closed on Mondays. 

Best for: Doubtlessly owing to its spa¬ 
cious and stylish decor, Nervous Dog is 
abuzz with smart looking hipsters—no 


less than ten people were tapping away 
on tricked out laptops when we visited. 
(Some, clearly students, lugged brob- 
dingnagian textbooks and three ring 
binders from table to table.) Surely, there 
can be no better place from which to post 
quasi-covetous haikus on Twitter: 
“What’s making my eyes/ twitch? The 
coffee? Or the urge/ to upgrade laptop?” 

4. Progressive Grounds 

Location: 400 Cortland Avenue 
Hours: 6:30 am to 9:30 pm 
Best for: The Wi-Fi reception in this 
clean, well-lighted front area is excep¬ 
tional—in the cozy, quiet back area, 
much less so. So perhaps a bit of uncom¬ 
fortable class structure emerges as the 
elite in the front chat on cellphones and 
check out Youtube videos, while baby¬ 
laden caregivers burp toddlers and read 
books. (Or maybe babies are what people 
did for entertainment before cell phones 
and Youtube? We’re not entirely sure.) 
Either way, if you’re in the front of the 
cafe, we wholeheartedly recommend the 
Onion A.V. Club’s Videocracy for track¬ 
ing viral video trends, and a copy of 
Goodnight Moon and/or Gravity’s Rain¬ 
bow if you’re in the back. 


ALEMANY DAY ON THE GREEN 

The Day on the Green community celebration August 26 2007 at Alemany 
Public Housing brought Alemany residents, neighbors, Supervisor Tom Am- 
miano, the Alemany Farm group, staff at Alemany Public Housing and the 
BHNC, and volunteers together with music, food, and fun! 




top left: Tom Ammiano and Alice 
Carruthers, president of the Alemany 
Resident Management Corporation. 



above: Alemany children enjoyed the 
face and arm painting. 

left: Alemany farmers show their 
appreciation awards 


5. Maggie Mudd 

Location: 903 Cortland Avenue 
Hours: 3 pm to 10 pm Monday-Thurs- 
day, 3-11 Friday, 11-11 Saturday, 11- 
9 Sunday 

Best for: The colors bright, the music 
loud, the ice cream abundant, Maggie 
Mudd is Wi-Fi for the adventurous: after 
all, how easy is it to type an email while 
holding a double-scoop dairy-free coconut 
milk orange cremesicle cone? And yet, we 
like to live on the edge—not only do we 
websurf while eating ice cream, we also 


play flash-based video games while eat¬ 
ing ice cream. If you’re of a similar mind, 
we wholeheartedly recommend Maggie 
Mudd, along with a hearty round of Grow 
Island at Eyemaze.com, a round of clas¬ 
sic video games on Gametap’s free play¬ 
er, and Text Twist on Yahoo games. Like 
most other important items created by 
western civilization, the laptop grows in¬ 
finitely more practical when used for the 
playing of games and the eating of ice 
cream. 



Clover Dairy 

Organic Milk Quarts 


all varieties 
32 oz. -reg 2.49 


$1.99 



LOVER 

STORNETTA 


San Pellegrino 

Mineral Water 

750 ml -reg 1.89 +CRV 

99 <t 

Od walla 

Fresh Squeezed 
Orange Juice <£4- QQ 

64 oz. -reg 7.99 y T* • -J C? 



Green Forest r\f\ 

Recycled Bath Tissue cp> 2 ..'y'y 

12 roll -reg 5.99 +TX 


Recycled 

Paper 

Napkins 

250 ct -reg 3.89 +TX 



Organic Large 
Brown Eggs 


Cage Free 
dozen -reg 3.69 


$2.99 


m 


Organic 
Half & Half 

16 oz. reg 2.09 32 oz. -reg 3.39 

half* $1.69 $2.79 


Organic 
Chocolate Milkl 

32 oz. -reg 2.79 




Recycled Facial Tissue 
Fresh Squeezed 175 ct - 2-19 +tx 

Carrot, Apple, & 

Grapefruit Juices .(HoagenDois) 

64 oz. -reg 6.59 

Haagen Dazs 

Ice Cream Pints 


$3.99 


99C 


V 


DeCecco 

Imported Italian Pasta 


^ u I c 

San Francisco's Own 
Still in 1 lb. Packages! 


all flavors 
16 oz. -reg 3.99 


& Ice Cream Bars 


16 oz. -reg 1.99 


$2.29 


Health Valley 

Organic Cereals 


all varieties 
11 oz. -reg 4.19 


2 for $5 



4 for $5 


m. 


Capricorn Coffee 

Dark French Roc 

Coffee Beans ^ A ~ ~ 
16 oz.-reg $6.99^ S4.99 


% 

<0 



all varieties 
3 pk. -reg 3.99 


2 for $5 


Extra Virgin Olive Oil 

1 liter-reg 11.99 

$7.99 


Sale Prices effective 

October 1-21,2007 


Free Parking 


Across the Street 


In our Very Own 


Parking Lot ! 


Store Hours: 

8:00 am - 9:00 pm 

Every Day! 


ine 

F OiOjD S 

Imagine Foods 

Assorted Broths 

all varieties 
32 oz. -reg 3.29 


Glaceau 

Vitamin Water 

20 oz. -reg 1.49 +CRV 


No Chicken 
Vegetable 
Chicken 
Beef 

Chicken Low Salt 
Vegetable Low Salt 



vitaminwater 


for $5 


Just Desserts 

6 " Cakes 

Made in San Francisco 
all varieties -reg $10.99 


$9.99 



We Accept: 

ATM Cards ^ 

Discover Cards 
MasterCard <& Visa 
Cash <& Checks 
Elec. Food Stamps <& EBT 

448 Cortland Avenue • Bernal Heights • San Francisco • 94110 
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California Pacific 
Medical Center 

A Sutter Health Affiliate 
St. Luke's Campus 


October is National 
Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month 


This year over 182,000 women and 1,300 men will be diagnosed with breast cancer. 

An average of one in eight women either has or will develop breast cancer in her lifetime. 
Your best defense is early detection. 


Who is at 

All women are at risk for developing breast cancer, but did you know that: 

■ 95% of women who develop breast cancer are over 40 years old. 

■ Only 5%-10% of breast cancers are inherited. 

■ 70% of women have no known risk factors. 

■ Breast cancer is the most common cancer in women. 


What are the Symptoms? 

It is important to watch for these changes in the 
breasts: 

■ Lump or thickening in breast or underarm. 

■ Change in breast size, shape or skin texture. 

■ Nipple discharge. 

■ Tender, red, warm, swollen or painful breast. 

■ Change in the way the nipple looks or feels. 


What You Can Do... 

Reduce your risks through lifestyle 
modifications, and early detection. 

■ Eat a healthy diet. 

■ Limit alcohol intake. 

■ Exercise at least three times a week 

■ Practice early detection methods: 

1. Monthly breast self-examination 

2. Annual professional examination 

3. Annual mammogram 




Early Detection 
Saves Lives. 

Call the Breast Health Center 
today to schedule your 
mammogram. 

415-641-3360 

www.cpmc.org/stlukes 
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CALIFORNIA GOP’S ELECTION “REFORM” MEASURE 
REEKS OF ROVE 


By Mark Leno 

This is one straight out of Karl Rove’s 
political playbook: a group of Republican 
political operatives and their powerful 
special interests have hatched a desper¬ 
ate scheme to rig California’s electoral 
process to their advantage. They’re pro¬ 
posing a statewide ballot initiative to 
change how California casts its electoral 
votes for President. They’ve cleverly la¬ 
beled it the “Presidential Election Re¬ 
form Act,” which would sound credible if 


This scheme is a slick GOP 
effort to steal as many as 
twenty-four of California’s 
electoral votes and deliver 
them to their party’s 
Presidential nominee. 


it weren’t so cynical. But make no mis¬ 
take, this wolf-in-sheep’s-clothing has 
nothing to do with reform or protecting 
voters’ interests or preserving the integ¬ 
rity of our Constitution. It’s an audacious 
power grab by the GOP as it leads up to 
the 2008 Presidential race. 

The Republican Party is in complete 
disarray. Wracked by scandal and cor¬ 
ruption, the GOP has apparently con¬ 
cluded that it has little chance of appeal¬ 
ing to voters on the merits. President 
Bush’s poll numbers are melting faster 
than an Alaskan glacier and a recent na¬ 
tionwide poll showed that two-thirds of 
young voters surveyed believe that Dem¬ 
ocrats do a better job than Republicans of 
representing their interests. 

Add to that reports of the state Repub¬ 
lican Party’s serious financial woes and 
the resignation in June of its embattled 
chief operating officer and it’s easy to see 
why state GOP leaders figured it was 
time for a little election reform. 

It shouldn’t come as any surprise that 
some of the same Republican forces be¬ 
hind this bogus reform effort were re¬ 
sponsible for the despicable Swift Boat 
ads attacking Presidential candidate 
John Kerry in 2004. Bob Perry, who con¬ 
tributed $4.5 million for the Swift Boat 
ads, is currently bankrolling the GOP 
electoral reform initiative to the tune of 
$50,000. 

There’s no question that our nation 
deserves a meaningful discussion about 
improving the way in which we elect our 


chief executive officer. The 2000 Presi¬ 
dential election showed us that our cur¬ 
rent system is far from perfect. But that’s 
not what this is about, and it’s not what 
the GOP has in mind. 

No, this Karl Rovian scheme is a slick 
GOP effort to steal as many as 24 of Cal¬ 
ifornia’s 55 electoral votes and deliver 
them to their party’s 2008 Presidential 
nominee. Under our current system, the 
candidate that wins the majority vote in 
California gets all of the state’s electoral 
votes. Republicans, out-of-step with Cali¬ 
fornia’s progressive values and unwilling 
to change their message, haven’t had 
much success. 

Unfortunately, the “solution” the GOP 
is proposing for divvying up California’s 
electoral votes based on Congressional 
districts would be even less fair than the 
system we’ve got now. An analysis by the 
respected election reform organization 
FairVote (www.fairvote.org) concluded 
that the GOP reform scheme fails to “pro¬ 
mote majority rule, greater competitive¬ 
ness, or voter equality” and would, in 
fact, “dramatically increase incentives 
for partisan machinations.” 

With all of the serious issues we are 
facing in this state, from health care to 
education to our crumbling infrastruc¬ 
ture, is this really the issue that Republi¬ 
can leaders believe California should be 
focusing on? More likely, it’s the one that 
fits their national agenda for keeping us 
in Iraq indefinitely, ignoring global 
warming and giving tax breaks to the 
rich while burdening future generations 
with unprecedented debt. 

The apparent strategy of the GOP op¬ 
eratives who are advancing this initia¬ 
tive further reveals their sinister and 
cynical intent. They are looking to place 
it on the June 2008 ballot and exploit low 
voter turnout to sneak it through. Beat¬ 
ing back this GOP power grab will take 
an aggressive education effort. As a re¬ 
cent New York Times editorial conclud¬ 
ed, “If voters understand that the initia¬ 
tive is essentially an elaborate dirty trick 
posing as reform, they are likely to vote 
against it.” 

Let’s make the Republicans come to 
their senses and drop this scheme alto¬ 
gether. Republicans may be understand¬ 
ably frustrated that they cannot get their 
hands on California’s rich pool of elector¬ 
al votes and that the GOP’s values, poli¬ 
cies and conduct at the national level 
don’t resonate with the majority of Cali¬ 
fornians. Rather than trying to bamboo¬ 
zle voters, they should focus their atten¬ 
tion instead on cleaning up their act and 
updating their message. ■ 


COVER STORY 

Public Safety Meeting 

continued from page 1 

dry brush on Alemany Hill, frightening people nearby, and this year caused damage to 
the home of Nancy Ganner and Lisa Rovegno. Some people called to remove the dry 
brush before fires happen again next year, and members of the “Elsie Street Neighbors” 
group asked the Department of Rec and Park and the Department of Public Works to 
create a standard schedule for clearing the brush on Bernal Hill in coming years. The 
Fire Marshall, Barbara Schultheis, and James Anderson of the department of Public 
Works, agreed to inspect Alemany Hill and, with Neighborhood Center organizers and 
residents, develop a plan for future safety. 

People attending appeared satisfied they’d been heard and that their community was 
coming together to create a safer community. As Deb Sialana said during the meeting, 
“I feel so much better now that I know I’m part of a group working to solve these prob¬ 
lems. I felt so alone before, but now I feel like we can do it.” ■ 


Please contact V Cooke, BHNC’s Safety Network Organizer for more information and to 
find out how to get involved at 415-206-2140 x!52, or vcooke@bhnc.org. 


REMEMBRANCES 



Bill Sorro 

One of San Francisco’s most beloved 
community leaders, Bill Sorro, passed 
away from cancer on August 27, 2007. A 
fierce activist in labor, social justice, 
housing rights, and neighborhood strug¬ 
gles for many decades, Bill was best 
known as a leader in the struggle to save 
and rebuild SF’s International Hotel [T- 
Hotel’]. One of the warmest and most 
positive people I have ever met, Bill 
worked tirelessly, nurturing younger ac¬ 
tivists like me and generations of others 
in our movements. 

Over 35 years ago, Bill helped estab¬ 
lish the I-Hotel Tenants Association 
which fought against the evictions of the 
mostly senior Filipino and Chinese ten¬ 
ants who were forcibly evicted from their 
homes on the night of August 4, 1977. Af¬ 
terwards, Bill worked with others to es¬ 
tablish the Manilatown Heritage Foun¬ 
dation which successfully secured the 
former I-Hotel site for low-income hous¬ 
ing, and the new Manilatown Center 
which opened in 2005. 

The youngest of eight, born and raised 
in SF’s Fillmore District among African 
Americans and Asian Americans, Bill 
raised his family in Bernal Heights. With 
humor and a collective sense of ‘Ohana’ 
or family, Bill had a unique ability to 
bring diverse groups of people together 
around a common political agenda. Bill 
was also a fifteen year trade unionist, a 
founding member of Ironworkers for 
Union Democracy in Oakland, and be¬ 
came a housing organizer, working with 
SRO’s in South of Market and later in the 
Mission. In the 1980s, he served on the 
Board of Directors of BHNC. 

Because of his decades of movement 
work, Bill received a Local Hero Award 
in 2005 from SF’s public television sta¬ 
tion KQED. Bill and his family are also 
featured in KQED’s American Family 
Portraits: The Sorros (http://www.kqed. 
org/w/americanfamily/sorro.html). The 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors offi¬ 
cially honored Bill for his years of tireless 
service as a tenant and community advo¬ 
cate and rank-and file trade union activ¬ 
ist. He was also honored by Senior Action 
Network and the Tenants Union 

On August 4 of this year, hundreds of 


Filipino, Asian American, tenant, labor 
and social justice movement activists 
came together at the Manilatown Center 
to commemorate the I-Hotel struggle and 
to honor Bill (who was too sick to attend) 
and his family: his partner Giuliana 
(‘Huli’) Milanese, who married Bill in the 
I-Hotel 34 years ago; and Bill’s children, 
Daphne, Django, Desu, Danae, Giulio, 
Jordon and Joaquin. (Bill was also the 
granddad of thirteen.) With tears in his 
eyes, Bill’s son Giulio, a teacher at SF’s 
June Jordan School for Equity, thanked 
those in attendance and said his father 
wanted everyone to know we shouldn’t be 
celebrating just one person, but all of our 
movements. — Eric Mar 


Eric Mar is a member of the SF Board of 
Education and longtime Richmond Dis¬ 
trict activist. 



Carmen Munoz Zuniga 

Carmen Munoz Zuniga, 87, passed 
away in July peacefully, at home, after a 
full and blessed life. Born on September 
24, 1919 in Alajuela, Costa Rica, Carmen 
married Clodovaldo Munoz Calvo in 1945 
and raised three children in San Francis¬ 
co. Carmen worked for many years as a 
translator for the parish priests at St. 
Kevin’s Catholic Church. Always a joy¬ 
ous, fun-loving person, Carmen created 
strong, loving bonds with family, friends 
and neighbors. She was a devoted wife, 
mother and grandmother, and also liter¬ 
ature and poetry, reading them in both 
Spanish and English. 

Carmen is survived by her children 
Julian, Martha, and Anna, her grand¬ 
children Erica, Jon, and Summer Joy, 
and her great-grandchildren Jared and 
Meara, as well as her sisters, Sarito and 
Norma, in Costa Rico. She is remem¬ 
bered with great love by her family and 
also her dear neighbors Carmela, Jose¬ 
phine, Marie and AnnaBelle. 

Carmen’s family is especially grateful 
to caregivers Sara, Carmen Briones and 
to Dr. Daniel Pound of the UC Lakeside 
Senior Medical Center and Lynn Kilduff 
of Hospice-by-the-Bay for their remark¬ 
able care and kind attention. ■ 


Instant book club. Just add friends. 



ONECITY 

ONEBOOK 

San Francisco Reads 


Fall 2007 • www.sfpl.org 

Book discussions • Author events 
High school visits • Book Group Therapy 
Genealogy workshops 
Movie series • Lunchtime readings 



San Francisco Public Library 
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Wallace Alexander Gerbode Foundation 
Alexander M. & June L. Maisin Foundation 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 


Ads cost 300 a word. 

To place a listing in this section, please contact Kathy O’Grady 
at 206-2140 ext. 148 or kogrady@bhnc.org 


HANDYMAN - 756-9896 Basic electrical, 
building Maintenance, Carpentry, Custom 
cabinetry and woodwork. Decks, Doors, Dry 
rot damage, Fences, Garbage disposals, 
Locks, Molding, Painting, Plumbing, 
Sheetrock, Siding, Stairs, Tile, Toilets 

Gardening, Housekeeping, House-sitting. 

Sliding scale rates, excellent references. 
Very affordable. 415-724-3252. ironvegan@ 
yahoo.com 

Tired of squeezing your out-of-town parents 
or friends into your already jammed home? 

Visiting the City on a temporary business as¬ 
signment? Charming, fully furnished studio, 
cable TV, VCR, stereo, kitchen, full bath, 
laundry, garden, phone, available on a short 
time basis. Next to open space, easy park¬ 
ing, good transportation. Bernal Heights. 
(415) 285-7064 . website janiesnest.com 

Handyman/Carpenter. Hang a door, build 
or repair a fence or deck, shelves, sheet- 
rock. I do good work at a reasonable price. 

Robert - 566-3389 

Gourmet Vegetarian Cuisine delivered to 
your doorstep. For monthly menu call Jane 
Peal - Cuisiniere at 826-2133, or see web 
page at www.pealcuisine.com 

Venus Gallery - 627 Cortland Avenue. Fine 
arts, paintings, jewelry, art classes and work¬ 
shops for adults and children. Sign up online 
at www. ve n usga 11 e rysf.co m, o r ca11 (415)692- 
6690 

SUNNY QUIET GUEST APARTMENT in 

BERNAL HEIGHTS:Perfect for your visiting 
family and friends, or your temporary quar¬ 
ters while remodeling. Private entrance, full 
kitchen, cable and wireless access, close to 
Cortland Avenue, transportation and shop¬ 
ping. Contactwww.ellsworthhousesf.com or 
(415) 647-0945 


Affordable duplex available for weekly/ 
weekend/corporate rental. One studio and 
one junior one bedroom available; 5 minute 
walk to Cortland or Mission Street. Recently 
remodeled with hardwood floors, new bed¬ 
ding, fully stocked kitchen with granite coun¬ 
ters; weekly cleaning service. Call 415-601- 
6460. www.sfholidayrentals.com 

Piano Lessons taught with patience and 
humor by former member of Pickle Family 
Circus and SF Mime Troup, Long-time Bernal 
dweller now residing in scenic Excelsior. 

Randy Craig (415) 334-2451 

AWAY WITH CLUTTER! Find things when you 
need them. ORGANIZE with Ellen. (415) 
468-6432 

Picture Framer - Bernal Heights. 50%-70% 
less than anyone in the City. Phone for price. 
Douglas Elliott: 550-9248. Museum 
Standard 

Own Your Aging. Short-term small groups, 
private consultations. Marjory Nelson, Ph.D., 
M.A., feminist therapist, activist, teacher, old 
woman. (415)647-2845 

Prepare for Finals, SATs and standardized 
tests with a learning specialist and educator 
with ten years of professional experience. 
Specializing in all levels of Math from pre- 
Algebra to Calculus and Verbal/English skills 
of reading, writing and vocabulary building. 
Convenient Noe location. Learn more: www. 
insight-tutoring.com. David Freeling (415) 
596-0248. $60 per full-hour lesson. 


YOUR TREES are part of your investment, 
and part of your habitat. They deserve ex¬ 
pert, quality care. Beautiful work and per¬ 
sonal tree service by ISA Certified Arborist. 
Free estimates. Licensed and insured. Call 
Martin Arnest @ 415-882-1109. CA Lie # 
829012 


COVER STORY 

Fiesta on the Hill 

continued from page 1 

Horseshoes; local soul revolutionaries 
Her Grace the Duchess; and closing 
the east stage will be blues rocker Regi 
Harvey with the Skip’s All Stars. 

And, don’t forget, the first two hours 
on the east stage are devoted to enter¬ 
tainment for the youngest among us with 
Enzo Garcia (Breakfast with Enzo), 
Amy Meyers and her puppets, Dream- 
boat Where Are You?, and the Bernal 
Senior Tappers. Go to bhnc.org and 
click on the Fiesta link to see the web 
pages of the performers. 

Fiesta is the most important annual 
fundraiser for BHNC, and we ask people 
to give what they can before and/or dur¬ 
ing Fiesta. All the proceeds go to the se¬ 
nior, youth and affordable housing pro¬ 
grams of BHNC and to support our com¬ 
munity organizing and social justice ad¬ 
vocacy work. You may send donations or 
drop them by the Neighborhood Center 


ART HOUSE: OPEN THE FIRST SATURDAY 
OF EVERY MONTH from 10-2. Work by 
Leonard & Liz Breger (a.k.a. Beth Pewther) in 
their Gaudi style tiled house at 80 Bronte 
Street, San Francisco. Art & schmoozing. Or 
by appointment: (415) 826-2952. artcrazy@ 
artfools.com/www.artfools.com 

Electrical - service, repair, installations. No 

job too small. Call Parshall and Son Electric 
at (415) 826-9620 


at 515 Cortland Ave. 

We want to thank these community 
spirited businesses for sponsoring Fiesta: 
Bank of America, Bank of the West, Ca¬ 
hill Contractors, Inc., Caritas Manage¬ 
ment Corporation, California Pacific 
Medical Center, Citibank, Farallone Pa¬ 
cific Insurance Services, Goldfarb and 
Lipman, Good Life Grocery, Rainbow 
Grocery, Safeway, Inc., Skip’s Tavern, 
Waste Solutions Group, Washington Mu¬ 
tual Bank, Wells Fargo Bank and Zephyr 
Real Estate. 

Volunteers Needed—Be a Fiesta 
Insider 

We Need 200 volunteers to make Fi¬ 
esta safe and fun for all! We ask for vol¬ 
unteers to work 1 shift: 6 am-10 am, 10 
am-2 pm, 2 pm-6 pm, or 6 pm-9 pm. All 
volunteers receive coffee and donuts in 
the am, free lunch and a commemorative 
Fiesta T-Shirt. If you’re interested, email 
volunteer@bhnc.org or call volunteer co¬ 
ordinator Doug Kolberg at 415-206-2140 
x450. See you there! ■ 



www.BernalHill.com (415)206-1300 
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TO OUR NEIGHBORS 

The Brown bear realty team has been serving 
Bernal Heights since 1977. Below are some of our very 

EXPERIENCED, TALENTED, AND HARDWORKING ASSOCIATES: 



Pier Charter 

285-6730 


C. MICHAEL 
SUNDIUS 
608-0121 


MELISSA 

Young Jones 

285-5700 



Beth Newman 

648-7933 



JENNIFER TUCCI 

846-8822 



Charles 

Godwin-Hall 

215-2521 



Terri Kelly Miklen Rykunyk 

729-1116 603-9123 



One of the first rules of real estate is to 

USE YOUR LOCAL REALTOR. 

BROWN BEAR REALTY IS TRIED AND TRUE! 

WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT. 


Sincerely, 

Donna Roberts, Broker 



303 Cortland Avenue, San Francisco 

415.28S.S700 






































